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NOA PHE: 1. 
Better Rx Tro and IMPROVEMENT 


O F 


DRAR SIR, 


OY 


HE Pleaſure 1 received from your 


- 


laſt obliging Letter, demands a bet- 
ter Acknowledgment than at preſent 
lam able to make. The Succeſs of 
your Labours in the glorious Cauſe of Truth 
and Liberty, which you mbdeſtly call /ur- 
prizing, is by no means ſo to your Friends, 
who know and admire the ſhining Talents, 
the indefatigable Application, the engaging 
Aſs and extenſive Benevolence, by which 
you ſtand eminently diſtinguiſhed among all 
true Lovers of Mankind, Who can wonder 
that Wit and Learning ſhovld triumph over the 
i glaring Ablurdities of Prieſt-craft and Superſti- 
tion, when we ſee them daily become the Scorn 
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062.) 
and Contempt of the ſillyeſt Part of the People? 
The viſible Superiority of our Numbers, and 
"Zeal for the Cauſe, the Indolence, or rather 
Diffidence of our Adverſaries, and the impar- 
tial Neutrality of ſome who might, if they 
pleaſed, eaſily turn the Scale againſt us, are a 
comfortable Preſage, that the Days of Reve- 
rend Dulneſs and Superſtition are growing to 
a Period, and that we (or our Poſterity, how- 
ever) ſhall live to ſee this happy Iſland, in e- 
very Senſe of the Word, @ Land of Liberty, a 
Nat ian EA Philoſaphers, and fine Gentlemen, de- 
livered from the Tyranny of Prieſts, and Prieſt- 
ridden Politicians, and directed ſolely by the 
— 9 _ Light. of Nature, the Rules ,of Rigbt 
. Reaſon, and the Laus of Honour, and ſuffered 
to think and ſpeak and act with that unlimited 
Freedom which is the diſtinguiſhing Privilege 
and Honour of rational Creatures and free A- 
gents; for which, I truſt, neither your Endea- 
vouts nor mine ſhall ever be wanting. 
> Tho” we cannot boaſt of the ſame Succeſs in 
our Neighbourhood, yet we may venture to 
fay in the main, that we are in a very hopefal 
"Way, and improve as faſt as the Nature of our 
Situation, and the Genius of the Country will 
admit. The lower Part of the People, with 
which, you know, we moſtly abound, are of 
lender Talents, and flow. Capacities, bred up 
from their Infancy to Superſtition and Labour, 
and are not eaſily cured of their early Prejudices ; 
they cannot enter into abſtracted Notions and 
fine Reaſonings; and therefore, ſtill perſiſt in 


having a ſort of Reverence for the Parſon, (except 
- when he comes to talk upon the Article of 
Tythes;) they think it very convenient to have a 
Holy- day once a Week; and that the Church is 
a very convenient Place to meet in, and ſhew- 
their beſt Clothes, eſpecially in rainy Weather, 
when they cannot ſo conveniently walk about 
the Fields, or travel about the Neighbourhood; 
and therefore are ſtartled at any thing that looks 
like an Attempt to unſettle the Religion of their 
Grandmothers. And tho' many of them, by 
converſing with their Betters, have made great 
Improvements, have attempted to break their 
Chains, and give into the Liberties of the polite 
World, yetcan they not entirely conquer the in- 
veterate Prejudices of Education and Cuſtom: 
inſomuch, that after they have been regaling all 
their Senſes in the beſt Company and the moſt ex- 
quiſite Enjoyments, yet, when they come to Re- 
tirement and cool Reflexions (as they call them) 
they grow ſplenetic and low - ſpirited, are ter- 
rified with diſmal Apprehenſions of a future 
Judgment, eternal Puniſhments, and I know 
not what, and fall to ſnivelling, repenting, 
and praying, after breaking a Commanament, as 
if they had been guilty of breaking: a Hedge, or 
the Peace, and were in danger of being ſent to 
the Houſe of Correction. But however, there is 
great Hope that frequent Practice, and the In- 
fluence and Example of their Superiors, will, 
by Degrees, ſo far enlighten their Underſtand- 
ings, as to convince them, that it is neither 
Policy nor good Manners, for any Tenant to 
| B 2 | pretend 


3 . * 


TY © 
retend to be wiſer * than his Land- 
ford, eſpecially than the Lord of the Mannor; 
and that it is impoſſible for a poor Raſcal that 
rents 20 or 30 /. of annum, to think and judge 
as properly of fuch intricate Subjects as the 
'Squire, who is, perhaps, in the Commiſſion of 

the Peace, or the Militia, rides in his Coach, 
and laughs at the Parſon and his Preachments 
every Day of his Lite. 8 
And this has produced another lucky Con- 
ſequence, which cannot fail, one time or other 
of turning out greatly to our Advantage. Se- 
veral of the younger and more polite Clergy, 
who are Candidates for Fame, or Promotion, 
or both, and find that very little of either is to 
be obtained by a ſtiff, ſullen Adherence to the | 
old-faſhioned Schemes of Orthodoxy and Mo- 
rality, think it their Intereft to be more com- 
laifant to thoſe who have it in their Power to 
diſtinguiſh and prefer them ; they find there is 
more to be got by being good Companions, 
than good Chriſtians, and conſider it as a Point 
of Policy, as well as good Breeding, not to in- 
terrupt Converſation. when they are in Compa- 
. ny with their Superiors; and whatever Subject 
3 happens to be ſtarted, or Liberties of Speech 
| taken, by thoſe who may have it in their power 
to mend or mar their Fortunes, they think it 
their beſt Way to eat their Pudding and hold 
their tongues, without pretending to be wiſer | 
than the reſt of the Company. This has al- 
ready had a good Effect, and has convinced 
Numbers of People, that either thoſe Gentle- 


| Goodneſs of our Cauſe, the Number, "Weight 
and Zeal of its Advocates, and the feeble Op- 
poſition of our Adverſaries. And it has coft 
me many an anxious Thought to diſcover, if 
poſſible, to what evil Fate or Miſconduct we 
may 


FI) 
men do not really believe, or are * able coder 


fend the Doctrines they pretend ta teach, an 

therefore are already, or at leaſt, in a fair Wa ay 
to be of our Side of the Queſtion, Qur Friend, 
the dane made a Party tother Night ta meet 
at Parſon G. s, Who, you know, has 
long had an Eye to his great Living at Bre. 
After the firſt Bott e, we naturally fell upon 


Politicks, with an cafy Tranfitiop to 3 
we quickly grey warm, roaſted Athanaſius, 


and the whole Company of Creed-makers, with 
all the Patrons and Defenders of Revelation, 
Miracles, Myſteries, c. The well-bred 
Doctor gave us no Interruption, offered at no 
Reply, wy put about the Glaſs, which he ne- 
ver baulk” d when it came to his Turn. When 
the Company broke up, he made us a hand- 
ſome Compliment, by affuring us, that his Si- 


| da was purely the Effect of his good Breed» 


Gentlemen, (ſaid he) you may peſjibly be 


f kirariſed that I awe given no Interruption to 


this Conver/ati on; you had not eſcaped ſo, had it 
happened in any ether Place; but I bold it to be 
an eſſential Point of good Breeding not to contra- 


dict any Gentleman in my own Ho 


„ notwithſtanding all this, L cannot ſay 
that our Succeſs has hitherto been ſuch as we 
might reaſonably expect from the apparent 


Zo (6). 
may charge our Ill-ſucceſs, that we may be bet- 
ter able to guard againſt it for the future, and 
lay a ſolid and laſting Foundation for the peace 
and Liberty of the next, if not of the preſent 
Generation. And the firſt great Rea- 
ſon that occurs to me is, our irregular imme- 
thodical Way of Proceeding. Method and 
Order are known and confeſſed to be the Life 
and Spirit of all regular Societies and great De- 
ſigns, without which they can neither proſper 
nor ſubſiſt; their Proſperity, nay their very 
Being, depends upon certain regular Diſpoſi- 
tions of Perſons, Times and Places, for the bet- 
ter Execution of their Deſigns, and anſwering 
the Ends of their Inſtitution; ſome are to com- 
mand, others to obey; ſome to direct, others 
to ſubmit to Direction. And it is the great Du- 
ty and Buſineſs of Directors, to judge of the 
Characters, Talents and Abilities of thoſe who 
are fit to be employed in the ſeveral Branches 
of the Adminiſtration, And when, through 
an over-weening Conceit of their own Abilities, 
and a Contempt of the Judgment: and Authori- 
ty of their Superiors, private Perſons ſhall pre- 
fume wantonly to break out of their. proper 
Cirele, and thruſt themſelves into ſuch Offices 
and Services, as they have neither Call, nor Ta- 
lents, nor Skill to execute, it muſt infallibly end 
in the Damage and Confuſion of the Society in 
general, and the Shame and Contempt of the 
* officious Intruders. Do but conſider the State 
of your own Family, and fee how neceſſary it 


i An Feace and Proſperity of the whole, 
that 


a i 


that every one of your Domeſtics ſhould have 


| his proper Poſt aſſigned him, agreeable to his 


Talents, Education and Way of Life. Should 
the Helper in the Stables pretend to the Office of 
Valet de Cbambre, the Poſtilion turn Cook, and 
the Whipper in reſolye to be nothing leſs than 
Steward or Butler, I fancy neither your Stables, 
your Kitchen, your Wardrobe, nos your Exche- 
quer, would long be in tolerable: Order, your 
Family in tolerable Peace, nor your Worſhip 


in tolerable Humour. | 


J0o this it may be anſwered, That this Sup- 
poſition does by no means affect our Caſe; 


that we are not yet formed into a regular Soci- 
ety, and therefore have no direct Scheme to 
purſue; that we are all upon the Offenſive; 


our Buſineſs is only to demoliſh and deſtroy ; 


and that very little Method or Order is required 


to effect it; but that Strength and Courage ſeem 
ſufficient: But this is a dangerous Miſtake. 


There is an Art in demoliſhing as well as in 
building, to do it ſafely and effectually, He 


that ſhould attempt to demoliſh an old Build- 
ing, and ſhould begin with digging up Foun- 
dations, and deſtroying the Pillars and Buttreſ- 
ſes, will have good Luck if he does not pull an 


old, Houſe upon his Head. But our Caſe 


| moſt nearly reſembles the Siege of a fortified 
Town; which every one knows is to be effec- 
ted by Conduct and Perſeverance, rather than 
by perſonal Courage and Bravery... We are at- 
tacking a Fortreſs, that has held it out many 
Ages againſt all ſorts of Enemies. The Gart- 


ſon 


ſof ig well n with Stores, Ammunition, 
and Previfions of all forts, and can hardly be 
takenor loſt but by the Cowardice and Treache- 
ry of its Governors and Commanders. We are 
not therefore to depend upon the Number, 
Zeal or Courage of an ündiſciplin'd Rabble, 
without Government and Direction; we are 
not to run our Heads againſt Stone-walls with⸗ 
out Fear or Wit. There muſt be ſome Perſon 
of a cool Head and a warm Heart to com- 
mand the Siege, to appoint the Subalterns to 
their different Poſts, according to their different 
Talents, and the different Cirgumſtances of the 
Service. The Trenches muſt be opened, and 
the Approaches made in due Form, under the 
Protection of proper Works, and the Directi- 
on of ſkilful Engineers. Every Man is' not fit 
to command a Siege, or a Party, who yet may 
manage a Spade or a Pick-ax, carry a Faſcine, 
throw a Grenado 'or Stink-pot, or ſpring a 
Mine, whilſt thoſe who are to cover the Siege 
are to be vigilant and active to intercept Con- 
voys, to prevent the Surprize of any unguard- 
ed Poſt, or the throwing freſh Succours into 
the Town, and give ſuch Relief from: time to 
time as the different Circumſtances of the Ser- 
vice may require; but if, inſtead of this regular 
Diſpoſition, 2 Battalion of Petits. Maltres ele- 
gantly dreſſed in their Birth-day Suits, attended 
with Fiddles and French Horns; 1 by | 
a Brigade of Dancing-maſters, ora flying Squa- 
dron of Fox-hunters, ſhould take it in their 
Heads to make a general Aſſault, nothing leſs 


could 


| ENF. EW 

could be expected, than the cutting off the 

Flower of the Army, and the loſs of a whole 
Campaign. FT | RT 
This, I often think, is the neareſt Reſem- 
blance of our Caſe that can be imagined. Ve- 
ry great Numbers of ſmart Fellows, and very 
pretty Gentlemen, are warmly engaged in the 


© Cauſe of Liberty and Free-thinking, in oppo= 


ſition to Prieſtcraft and Superſtition ; but, as 
they have the Misfortune to be under no Di- 
rection or Reſtraint of cooler and wiſer Heads 


than their own, their Zeal outruns their Judg- 


ment; they miſtake their Talents, and put 
themſelves upon uncommanded and improper 


Services, to the manifeſt Prejudice and Diſ- 
grace of their Cauſe, and, like unſucceſsful Re- 


bels, give double Spirit and Credit to the Cauſe 
they have been oppoſing. To ſpeak a plain 
Truth, which I am ſure you muſt have ob- 
ſerved as well as my ſelf, ſince the Cauſe of 
Free- thinking has become reputable and faſhion- 
able, under the Patronage and Aſſiſtance of 
Men of Wit and Genius, every idle-headed 
Jackanapes, who has not Talents enough to 
ſhine in any other Sphere of Life, takes it in 
his Head to turn Free-thinker, and thinks him- 
ſelf qualified for the higheſt Poſts, and moſt 
difficult Services of the Party, Hence it comes 
to paſs, that we meet with theſe Gentlemen Vo- 
lunteers in almoſt all Shapes, Forms, Ranks and 
Stations of Life, If my Lord, or the Squire 
have Underſtanding enough to ſee through and 
oppoſe popular Prejudices and pious Frauds im- 

| "0 | poſed 
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(10) 
poſed upon the ſimple and credulous, under 
the venerable Name and Maſk of Religion, 
the ſame Zeal, without the ſame Knowledge, 
naturally ſpreads itſelf through the whole Fa- 
mily. The Valet quickly ſhines with the caſt 
Wit and Philoſophy, as well as the Clothes of 


his Maſter, to the Diſgrace and Contempt of 50 
them both: For thoſe profound Sentiments 


and judicious Reflections, which would have 
been heard with Attention and Applauſe from 
his Lordſhip or his Worſhip, are ſo debaſed by 
paſſing through vulgar Mouths, Forms of 
Speech, and Manner of Expreſſion, that they 


appear contemptible to Men of Senſe, and are 


Expoſed to the Raillery of every cunning Di- 
portant, well knowing that the Retailer and 
Vender of thoſe noble Diſcoveries, has not one 
Word to ſay in defence of them. Your old 
Friend, the little Captain, by the conſtant o 
verflowings of his Wiſdom and Zeal, has made 
his whole Family and Neighbourhood almoſt  * 


as wiſe and eloquent as himſelf. His very Foot- 


men can joke upon Religion, can banter the 
Bible and Parſon with as good an Air, and al- 


moſt as much Wit as their Maſter. I was 
. Fother Day diverted and provoked at the fame 


time, with the grave Impertinence of his Gar- 
dener, who came with a very ſignificant Face 
to borrow of me Woollaſton's Religion of Nature. 


Why, Tom, ſaid I, thou art ſcarce able to read 4 


it, much leſs to underſtand it. Never fear, Sir, 


faid he, Fit be againſt Religion and. Parſons, 


ds I am told it is, I warrant you, with a little 


9 


= P 
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| of my Maſter's help, L. ſhall be able to make it 


out, I dare ſay you remember his old Pot-Com- 
panion Harry Muddle, who had for ſome Years 
earned his Drink by being obliged to laugh ve- 
ry heartily whenever 47s Honour attempted to 


| be witty upon Religion and Parſons, in which, 
by the help of good Lungs and a round Coun- 


tenance, he acquitted himſelf to Admiration. 


This dull Rogue has at laſt took it into his 


Head to aſſume a Character of his own, and 


ſet up for himſelf! He ventures now and then 


to retail ſome of his Maſter's / Sentences, 


and put them off as his own. He was tother 
Night very witty, in his Way, upon Creeds 
and Creed-makers; and concluded with faying, 


That it ſhould ever be a Rule with him, not 


to believe any thing but what he could underfland. 


Upon which Will Dry, who ſate ſmoaking 


$ | beſide him, very gravely lays down his Pipe, 
and looking archly upon him, Why then Friend 


Harry, fays he, I will venture to affirm, thou 


wilt have the ſhorteſt Creed of any Man in Bri- 


tain, Now, I inſiſt upon it, ſuch Fellows as 


| theſe diſgrace our Cauſe, and by their abſurd. 


Pretenſions to Reaſon and Free-thinking, ren- 
der both themſelves and their Patrons con- 
temptible.— Miſtake me not, T would not be 


ü thought to diſcommend or diſcourage their 
Zeal for the good Cauſe; no, by no means; 
they are all heartily welcome; the more the 


merryer; defendet numerus. But ſtill, methinks, 
I would have them all under proper Regula- 


tions, that every Man ſhould know his Rank 


"©. and 


ond: 

and Poſt, and be employed in ſuch Offices, 
and ſuch only, as are ſuited to his Genius and 
Capacity. This would prevent unſpeakable 
Confuſion, and by ſteady Patience and Perſe- 
verance, could not fail, in time, of producin 
ſuch Effects as you and I could with, which 
can never be produced by the preſent undiſci- 
plin'd giddy Meaſures of our Free-thinking 
1 Eh 176155 
This abſurd Conduct has done us unſpeak- 
able Miſchief, and ſo prejudic'd men of cool 
and conſiderate Tempers, that they are aſhamed 
of a Cauſe ſo weakly conducted, and ſo ridicu- 
louſly ſupported : inſomuch, that even among 
the Gentlemen of the Army, where our great 
Strength was once ſuppoſed to lie, I know ſe- 
veral, who are univerially acknowledged to be 
Men of Genius, Worth and Honour, who 
were never known to want either Courage or 
Preſence of Mind in an Article of Danger, 
yet are now become ſo ſo, what ſhall I 
call it! fo i erg. as to be afraid of doing 
or laying what the Believers call a prophane 
ox irreligious Thing; they even make a Scruple 
of breaking one of the Ten Commandments ; 


/ 7 


| they are not aſhamed to go to Church, to read 


the Bible, to ſay their Prayers, to give Alms, 
and even to converſe with a Parſon without 
affronting his Character; nay, ſome of them 
carry the matter ſo far, as to appear zealous 
for the Intereſt and Honour of Religion; nay, 
much more ſo than pany who are obliged b 

their Intereſt, as well as their Duty and Prof 
| | on, 


(13) 
ſion, to adorn and defend it, This is a morti- 
fying Conſideration. — If things go on at this 
Rate, we know not how they will end, for, 
theſe Gentlemen can fight as well as talk for 
Religion; and if they ſhould once take it in 
their Heads that Religion was a Cauſe worth 
fighting for, it might go a great way towards 
| hindering free Debate upon Religious Subjects, 
and do irreparable Miſchief to our Cauſe ; of 
which I my {elf have ſeen two or three very 
fatal Inſtances. I was once at a Coffee-houſe, 
where a very ſpritely young Fellow was enter- 
taining the Company with a great many un- 
lucky Jokes and Flings upon Religion in ge- 
neral. An Officer who fat near him, at length 
interrupted him: Sir, ſaid he, that God, whoſe 
Name you have diſbonoured, whoſe Worſhip you 
deſpiſe, whoſe Religion you treat with Irreve- 
rence and Contempt, is my Creator, my Father, 
and my beſt Friend; and though ] cannot diſpute 
for him, yet I can fight for him, and in his 
Name I demand Satigfaction. This unexpected 
Rebuff made ſo violent an Impreſſion upon the 
Spirits of the young Orator, that it immedi- 
_ ately threw him into a ColliquativeDiarrhcea, 
which carried him off in leſs than four and 
twenty Hours, and has ever fince given me an 
incurable Averſion to theſe bloody-minded Cru- 
ſado Chriſtians, who are for running a Man 
through the Body, in order to fave his Soul. 
What then muſt be done! Why the Mala» 
dy points out the Remedy, the Diſeaſe directs 
us to the Cure: there is no other way of reco- 
vering 


(14) . 
vering our Reputation but by acting a more 
diſcreet Part for the future, and laying this un- 
diſciplined Rabble under proper Reſtraints and 


Regulations. Among the many Projects that 


have been ſtarted in the courſe of my Lu- 
cubrations upon this Subject, I had once a 
Thought of trying our Intereſt with the Le- 

iſlature, to procure a Charter of Incorpora- 
tion for all Free-thinkers in general; the Go- 
vernor or Governors of which ſhould be in- 
veſted with full Powers and Privileges to exa- 
mine, admit, and reſtrain, by wholeſome Laws 
of Diſcipline and Order, all ſuch as ſhould at 
any time offer themſelves as Candidates to be 
Gremial or Honourary Members of our Socie- 
ty: but the late ill Succeſs of our Brethren the 


Quakers and other Proteſtant Diſſenters, who 


have been Petitioners upon much the ſame Pre- 
tenfions, has convinced me, that there is too 
great a Majority of Believers in both Houſes 
to expect any Good at preſent from that Quar- 
ter. However, we may under the Protection 
of the Toleration-Act form ourſelves into a 
voluntary Society for promoting the ſame 
Cauſe, obtaining the ſame Ends, and anſwer- 
ing all the real Purpoſes of a legal Incorpo- 

ration: A. ſhort Scheme of which I ſhall en- 

deavour to lay before you, which I ſhall ſub- 
mit to be examined and amended by ſuch of 
our Friends as you ſhall think beſt qualify'd to 
adviſe in ſo important an Aﬀair, — My acci- 
dental mention of the Quakers ſuggeſts to me 
a lucky Hint, which your good Senſe r 
3 al 
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fail to improve. Every body knows that they 
are the moſt politick thriving Body of Men 
that ever fubſiſted in this or any other Nation 
without —— without, did I fay ! _—— Nay, 
in direct Defiance to a legal and national E- 
ſtabliſhment ; and therefore as there is a very 
great Reſemblance betwixt our Principles and 
theirs, particularly in the great Articles of 
Prieſthood, Conſecrated Places, Ecclefiaſtical Or- 
der, Sacraments, Articles of Faith, and Pay- 
ment of Tythes ; ſo I cannot but think it would 
be good Policy to copy after their Plan of 
Aſſociation, and build upon their Model, I 
mean only as to the political Intereſts of the | 
9 5 | 
The Quakers, (if I am not miſinformed) 
beſides! their weekly Meetings, have their quar- 
terly Meetings of Deputies from their ſeveral 
Congregations, within ſuch particular Diſtricts, 
and a general Meeting of Deputies from the 
whole Body, who aſſemble regularly at Lon- 
don, every Feaſt of Pentecoſt, (as they call it) 
by which the Intercourſe and Communication 
betwixt the ſeveral Members and Congrega- 
tions of the whole Society is maintained. This 
Scheme with ſome proper Alterations ſuited to 
our different Circumſtances I cannot but think 
would be extremely convenient for us. Supe 
poſe therefore, that there were in every Coun- 
ty of Great Britain, ſeveral Societies, Meet- 
ings, or Lodges in proportion to the Extent of 
the County, and numbers of Brethren, who 
ſhould meet on any * of che Week (Sunday 
only 
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only excepted) and at any Hour of the Day, 
or Ave of the Night, if the Majority ſhall 
think it more convenient: That in each of 
theſe Societies, or Lodges, there ſhould be ap- 
inted an annual Officer to admit and regiſter 
the Names, Age, Places of Reſidence, Pro- 
feſhons, &c. of all Candidates that ſhall appear 
worthy to be admitted ; and that out of each of 
_ theſe, two Deputies ſhould be ſent to a quarter 
pe Meeting at the County Town, the Monday 
lowing * reſpective Quarter Seffions holden 
at each Town,; where all Matters and Cauſes 
relating to the particular Intereſt of each ſepa- 
rate Lodge, or Society, and the general Intereſt 
of the whole might be examined and ſettled. 
And that a General Meeting of two Deputies 
from each Congregation ſhould aſſemble every 
Year on the fir/# Day of April, at a proper 
=o to be hereafter Hertled and agreed upon' 
Oey of Votes. London I can by no 
xl ink a proper Place, though Cuſtom 
Has made it he very By Cetierk of Buſineſs and 
Correſpondence; yet foraſmuch as we are in a 
particular Way of Thinking, and owe no Re- 
verence to the Faſhions and Opinions of others, 
but only conſult our own Eaſe and Conveni- 
enee, it appears more agreeable to us to pitch 
ſome Place near the Centre of the King- 
dom, for the greater Eaſe of the Deputies who 
are to aſſemble there. And here my good Ge- 
nius directs me to make uſe of this Opportunity, 
to pay my unfeigned Reverence and Reſpect 


to a once renowned, though long neglected 
0 Seminary | 


= 

Seminary of Wit and Learning, famous in the 
Annals of former Ages, whoſe wiſe Inhabitants 
were no leſs celebrated in the Songs and Pro- 
verbs of antient Times, than the venerableSages 
of antient Greece and Rome. You will cafily 
imagine I can mean no other than the famous 
Town of Goatham in Nottinghamſhsre, whoſe 
Ruins I have long bewailed with a more than 
filial Piety, and hope to ſee it once more re- 
ſtored by the united Zeal and Labour of our 
Friends to its priſtine Fame and Splendor, fo 
as to equal, at leaſt, if not eclipſe all our e- 
ſtabliſh'd Seminaries of blind Zeal, Bigotry, 
and Superſtition. Here I hope to ſee begun, 
at leaſt, if not compleated, a noble and ample 
foundation, richly endowed by ſome of our 
opulent Friends, to be a Nurſery for future 
Champions of Liberty and Free-thinking, till 
it become the Eſtabliſhment of theſe King- 
doms. Nor can this be thought an impro- 
bable or unreaſonable Proſpect, by any that 
conſiders the unwearied Zeal, and unbounded 

Benevolence that diſtinguiſh our Leaders from 
the Friends of Slavery and Superſtition, whoſe 
Heads and Hearts are crampt by narrow No- 
tions of Orthodoxy, Diſcipline and Order. But 
till this can be accompliſh'd, it were a deſirable 
Thing, that private Seminaries or Academies 
were erected in convenient Places, for the Re- 
ception and Education of proper Perſons, to 
be ſent out from time to time upon the Miſſion, 
with proper Inſtructions how to act agreeably 
to their ſeveral Talents and Capacities, as the 
—_ different 
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different Exigencies of the Publick may re- 
uire. 
F I would therefore humbly propoſe, that no 
Perſon of what Age, Rank, or Quality ſoever 
ſhould be permitted to act or talk in Pub- 
lick as a Free-thinker, who had not been re- 
gularly matriculated in one of theſe Academies » | 
or Societies, and a due Examination had, and 
taken by the proper Officers, of the Talents 
and Abilities of the ſeveral Pupils and Students, 
that every one ſhould have his proper Poſt aſ- 
ſigned him, and not preſume to exceed the 
_ Commiſſion given him by his reſpective Supe- 
riors and Directors. And here to avoid Con- 
fuſion, I ſhould propoſe that the whole Body 
ſhould be divided into three general Ranks, 
Claſſes, or Degrees, which was the antient E- 
ſtabliſnment, even in the earlieſt Time, as I 
could clearly make appear from the Hiſtory of 
all Ages, though by the Negligence or Pre- 
ſumption of late Pretenders, this neceſſary Sub- 
ordination has been greatly neglected, to the 
apparent Prejudice of our Society. Of this you 
have a faint Reſemblance in the academical 
Degrees, which may help to give us an Idea of 


the general Plan. 7 
In our ny | In the Univerſity. 
1. Riſors, | 1. Undergraduate Students, 
2. Deriſors, 2. Junior Sophs. 8 
7 8 th anſwering tod 3. Senior 
N | Querids, Inceptors, = Batchelors. 
Paralogiciane, Maſters, Doctors, or Profeſſors. 
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The Riſors are a very antient, numerous, and 
uſeful Body of Men, mention d under different 
Names in the Hiſtories and Languages of all 
Nations. Horace mentions them under this ve- 
ry Name of Riſors. Rifores inter Satyroſque di- 
caces & Ridentes. Ridentem dicere verum Quid 
vetat? As their Buſineſs is nothing but to 
ſmile, laugh, or grin npon proper Occaſions, 
very few and ſlender Talents are required of 
them; a ſoft Forehead, and a flexible Set of 
Muſcles are ſufficient Qualifications for one of 
thoſe Gentlemen to begin with. Theſe being 


aſſiſted and improved by a regular and natural 
Education, through the Nurſery, the Still-room, 
the Dancing-ſchool, the Dog-kennel, and the 


Stable, (I mean only a Country Education, 
where no better Improvements of that kind 
can be had) will make an able and uſeful Rz/or. 
I call this a natural Education, becauſe it 1s 
following and improving the original Byaſs and 
Inclinations of unprejudiced Nature, in which 


the great Secret of a proper Education is known 


to conſiſt. Injudicious Parents are too apt' to 
call in the Aſſiſtance of Book-learn'd Pedants, 
under the Notion of Tutors, Maſters and G- 
vernors, who are for putting their young Pu- 
pils into ſuch Methods as are apt to 1njure their 
Eyes and their Health, puzzle their Heads, 
check their Appetites, cramp their Genius, and 
pen their Underſtandings, by Lectures of 
edantry, Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition; where- 
as if they were left to themſelves, their Incli- 


nations to run in their proper Channel, as di- 


D 2 rected 
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rected by the Infallible Light of Nature, they 
would (generally raking) fall naturally into 
this Train of Life and Action. Horace, who 
is univerſally allowed to be a good Judge of Na- 
ture, is intirely of this Opinion, and tells you, 
that this is the Tendency and Courſe of Nature 
unreſtrained by Diſcipline, and unprejudiced by 
Education. JImberbis juvenis, tandem cuftode 
remoto. (Ay, ay, obſerve thoſe Words, Cuſto- 
de remoto, there lies the Pinch of the whole Af- 
fair; if it were not for thoſe impertinent Pe- 
dants, Nature would have fair play,) Gaudet 
uts canibuſque & aprici gramine campi : would 
delight in Horſes and Dogs, and the Diverſions. 
of the Country, in the moſt extenſive Senſe and 
Meaning of the Word, It would not indeed 
be amiſs, if, withcut injuring their Health and 
prejudicing their Minds, they could be taught 
tg read, and write, and ſpell tolerably, it might 
be of uſe to themſelves, and give ſome credit 
to their Order ; but it is fo far from being ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, that 1 know ſeveral who 
make a good Figure among them, and yet can 
do neither. The being able to laugh proper- 
ly, by the Direction of their Superiors, de- 
pends upon no great Acquirements or Im- 
provements of Underſtanding; for it is beyond 
all queſtion, that the firſt Founders of Man- 
kind could laugh before. they could write or 
read. Riſibility or the Faculty of Laughing is 
ſo effential to a Reaſonable Creature, that it 
enters into the Definition of a Man, and is con- 
vertible with it, it is the firſt viſible pte 
| | t pe” 
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of Senſe and Reafon in Infants, and is the 
proper Medium by which Philoſophers have 
thought fit to prove it in their ordinary Sy- 
ſtems of Logick : Omne riſibile eft rationale is 
as certain and well-known a Maxim, as that 
tbo and two make four. To this I ſuppoſe you 
will object upon the Authority of our Friend 
Horace, that ſomething more ſhould be ex- 
pected from a Smple Riſor than mere Laughing, 
becauſe he has joined Rzores Satyroſgue dicaces 
together; and in another Paſſage, he ſuppoſes 
that the R:dens (or Riſor, which is all one) may 
be able to ſpeak truth, and conſequently tall. 
ſenſewhen heaſks the Queſtion; Ridentem dicere 
verum quid vetat? As to the firſt Objection, it 
it obvious at firſt Sight, that the Epithet dicaces 
is intirely appropriate to Satyros, and has no- 
thing to do with Rr/ores ; and this is the con- 
curring Judgment of the beſt Criticks and Com- 
mentators : As for the latter it anſwers it ſelf. 
When the Poet aſks the Queſtion, what hin- 
ders a Riſor from ſpeaking truth, or talking 
ſenſe? the very Terms of the Queſtion im- 
ply a ſtrong Negation, 1. e. nothing hinders 
um. And therefore if he does neither, it is in- 
tirely his own Fault, no body will hinder him 
from doing it if he can; and therefore if he 
does not, it is purely owing to his want of In- 
clination or Ability, or both. 
The Gentlemen of this Claſs ſhould be for- 
bid, under ſevere Penalties, to attempt any 
thing beyond their proper Sphere, or indeed 
within it, unleſsinaid of their proper Superiors, 


who 
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who are to be conſidered as their commanding 
Officers: As for the inſtance, if a Queriſt, or 
Paralogician, ſhould take it in his Head to act 


offenſive to, and begin an Attack upon any Per- 


ſon, or Cauſe, which for want of Skill or A- 
bility he ſhould not be able to maintain, then 
in ſuch a Caſe the Riſors, ſome of whom are 


_ always to attend and ſupport ſuch Superiors, 


ſhould, upon a proper Signal, burſt out all at 
once into a loud Laugh, which feldom fails to 
confound and diſconcert the moſt cunning Ad- 


verſary, and like ſpringing a Mine ſupplies by 


Stratagem the want of proper Strength and good 


Conduct: For the Riſors are to be confidered 
as the private Men of the Corps, who are to o- 


bey the Word of Command, and attempt no- 


thing without it ; or like Cyphers, which tho' 
nothing at all in themſelves, yet by a proper Aſ- 


ſortment with People of Figure, are known to 


make out very well, and turn to a good Ac- 


If any Gentleman of his Claſs, ſhould by ſtrik- 


ing out into the World and keeping the beſt 
Company, be ſo happy as to arrive at ſuch a 
Competency of Front and Humour, as to be able 
to enliven Converſation with a Daſh of Plea- 
ſantry and Banter, ſhould be witty enough to 


wy 


ward off a ſerious Argument or a pinching 


Queſtion with a Joke or a Pun, he ſhall upon 


proper Teſtimonials of his Proficiency, be ad- 


mitted into a higher Claſs, called the DE- 
. RISORS, Jokers, Banterers, or merry Fel- 
lows. anſwering to the Degree of Junior Sophs 


In 
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in the Univerſity. Theſe are allowed not on- 
ly to laugh at Religion, but to be witty to the 
beſt of their Abilities, upon Parſons, Prieſt- 
craft, Creeds and Creed-makers, Cc. or any 
other Topic that may divert and encourage our 
Friends, or expoſe and confound our Enemies, 
and this to be always accompanied with proper 
Motions and Expreſſions of Raillery and Hu- 
mour, ſuch as a contemptuous Cock of the- 
Noſe, Leer of the Eye, Contraction of the 
Nether-lip, and Elevation of the Chin, fuch 
as we frequently obſerve among the young 
Orators in the Coffee-houſes.near the Inns of 
Court, and the polite End of the Town. 

If, after due Trial in this Claſs, it appears 
that any of them are capable of further Im- 
provement, and diſcover a good Degree of Fire 
and Spirit upon proper or improper Occaſions, 
they ſhall then be admitted into the higheſt 
Rank or Degree of Rz/ors, called the IRRI- 
SORS, anſwering to the Degree of Senior 
Sophs 3 and ſhall be allowed not only to laugh 
and be witty, but to inſult upon proper Occa- 
tions ; eſpecially, when they have to do with 
modeſt peaceable People, who are in no dan- 
ger of returning the Compliment in their own 
Way. They may then fafely and reaſonably 
bully and hector, lay Wagers, call Fool, or 
Puppy, or Son of a Wh-re, give the Lye, or 
(if need be, and they are ſure it can be done 
with Safety) a Challenge. Pray obſerve my 
reaſonable and prudent Precaution, that it may 
be done with Safety; for that Man would be 

in- 


(-24 ) 

inexcufably raſh and fool- hardy, who ſhould 
put himſelf in danger of turning out of this 
World, in defence of an Argument to prove 
there is no other beyond it; for if he ſhould 
too late find himſelf miſtaken, (and none of us 


_ pretend to Demonſtration on our Side of 


the Queſtion,) it would be a damn'd unlucky 
x — — without a Poſſibility of Recovery. 
. I mfiſt upon it therefore, that no Frriſor ſhould 
pretend to wie the Language of Defiance, till 
he is very ſure of his Man, leſt he ſhould catch 
a Tartar, which more than once or twice I have 


known to be the Cale, to the great Diſcredit 


of our Cauſe, and Difhonour of our Cha 
ons. The Poct has given us an admirable 
ſcription of one of this Claſs in the Character 


of -Perithous in his Diſpute with Achelos,. 


* Hedeſctibes him as a Man of a * fierce Tem- 


per, that neither feared the Gods nor regard- 


ed Men, and therefore gives his Antagoniſt the 
Lye e, and calls him a credulous ſuperſtitious 

Puppy, to give any Credit to ſuch ridieulous 
Abſurdities as had been related in the Story of 
a miraculous Transformation. It was well for 
him that Leiter *, the principal Perſon of the 
Comp was a Man of more Age and Gra- 
oO than. himſelf; had he been a furious hot- 


* mettled 
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Spretor erat, d mentifque ferox Itionenatus 
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Elſe Deos, inquit, fi dant adimtintque fxuras. Ovid. Met. 
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mettled Fellow, more Miſchief might have 
been done in half an Hour, than might h 


* 


been repaired in half an Age. 


Some of the Gentlemen of this Claſs may | 
robably have Ambition enough to ſhine in a 


iigher Degree or Sphere of Life; if fo, they 
maſt be affired, that higher Attainments wilt 


be expected from them, and therefore I would 
adviſe thoſe who cannot read, to put them 


ſelves under ſome diligent and mduftrions Fu- 
tor, that they may without Delay makethem- 
felves able to read at leaſt ſuch Books as ſhall 
be recommended to them by their Superiors. 
And as for' thoſe who can read already, I 
humbly propoſe that they ſhould begin with 
reading the Hiſtory of Tom Thumb, Robin 
Hood, Curls modeſt Collection of Poems, 
Tryals, &c. Independent Whig, Fable of the 
Bees, Sh——ry's Charaf#eriſticks, Barbeyrac, 


but above all Bayle's Dictionary; which Book 
alone, is a Treaſure of Learning to them who 


are able to read it, and indeed to thoſe that are 
not, if they are ſo happy as to live in ſuch a 
Neighbourhood, as to hear it read ſometimes, 
or Baue of its ſhining Parts repeated in Con- 
verſation. I have known Wonders done ſole- 


ly by this Book. I knew a certain Gentle- 


man, of a very robuſt Conſtitution, and a good 


bodily Underſtanding, who never ſeemed to 


have either Talents or Ambition for any thing 
higher than a_fmple Riſor in Matters of Reli- 
gion, tho a good Fox- hunter, and a very good 
Bowler. This Man had the good Fortune to 
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be confined above two Months by a Fit of the. 
' Gout, in which he read ſome of the eaſieſt 
Parts of this ſtupendous Book, only by way of 
Amuſement in the Interval of his Pains; but, 
to the Surprize of all that knew him, it had fo 
' marvellous an Effect upon his Underſtanding, 
he immediately commenced an accompliſh d 
| Querift. I have heard him flouriſh with the 
Wit and Criticiſm of that renowned Author 

for above an Hour together, without the leaſt 
Sign of Fear or Diffidence, and would make 
no more of the Parſon of the Pariſh than he 
would of a Tom-tit, or a Butterfly. If this in- 
genious Gentleman ſhould have the good For- 
tune to have ſuch another Fit, I would ven- 
ture to foretell, that he would be as accom- 
pliſh'd a Paralegician as any Man of his Ta- 
lents can be ſuppoſed to be. ' 


And as the Students 1 in * Academies are 


diſtinguiſh'd by certain Habits, Badges, or 
Marks of Diſtinction, expreſſive of their Qua- 
lity, Rank and Station, ſo I would yy 
pane. that the three above mentioned Cla 
ſes ſhould be diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt by 
2 a Cockade of red and yellow Ribbands, 
curiauſly and artfully plaited together, but of 
different Sizes, in Proportion ta their different 
Standing and Degrees ; and if it ſhould happen 


that any of the Military Gentlemen ſhould be 


admitted among them, who are already diſtin- 
 guiſh'd by a ſmart Cockade of black Ribband, 
In all ſach Caſes, that due Honour ma be 
* to their diſtinet — they ſhall be 
allowed 


>< 
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allowed to mix them, (or to ſpeak in the Lan- 
guage of Heraldry) to quarter the different 
Atchievements of the two united Families. 

The Antiquity of this threefold Diſtinction 
of the RISORS is very great. King David, 
if he were the Author of the firſt Palm, plain- 
ly points at them, tho” he ſpitefully and ma- 
. liciouſly marks them out by Nick-names, and 
opprobrious Characters. But I find by the Ba- 
tin (which you know with a little Embroide- 
ry of French, is generally the Top of our At- 
tainments) that the very Names of DER. 
SORS and IRRISORS, are directly men- 
tion'd in the very Senſe that we mean them, 
tho' not, perhaps, in the ſame Degrees of Sub- 
ordination that we have aſſigned them. The 
Latin Verſion of the Hebrew calls them Deri. 
fores, in conceſſu Deriforum non ſedit. The Sy- 
riack (I mean the Latin Verſion) calls them 
Irriſores, fuper ſede Irriſorum non ſedit. And it 
appears by the Writings of the Believers them- 
ſelves, that there has been a very ancient Tra- 
dition, which ſome pretend to carry higher 
than Noab Flood, that in the latter Times, 
not improbably our own Times, theſe Days 
of Light and Philoſophy) the Gentlemen of 
this Claſs ſhould make a ſhining Figure in the 
World, and greatly diſtreſs the Patrons and 
| Defenders of Prieſtcraft and Superſtition, The 
Author of the Book commonly called Peter's 
ſecond Epiſtle, mentions it in the third Chap- 
ter in a very particular and emphatical Man- 
wy; 2 this 5 that in the wi — 
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full ariſe IRR ISO RES, ſays Beza's Latin 


Verſion, SLLUSORES, ſays the Vulgar 


Latin; which our Engliſh Verſion has ſpite- 
fully and maliciouſly tranſlated Scoffers, a Word 


of a ridiculous and opprobrious Sound, tho' the 
Original certainly meant nothing more than 


this Rank or Claſs of Philoſophers which we 
have been deſcribing, becauſe he immediately 


mentions the ſame Perſons under the Character 
of Querits, which is the next Degree to that 
of the [rrifors. © 


The Students, who have acquitted them- 


ſelves well in theſe lower Claſſes, and after due 
Examination (which ſhall be conftantly had at 


every Anniverſary Meeting) ſhall appear qua- 


| ified for higher Degrees and Services, ſhall then 
be admitted to the Degree of Queriſts, anſwer- 


ing to that of Inceptors or Batchelors in the U- _ 


niverfity. They thall not only be allowed to 


laugh and banter, but to puzzle and perplex _ 


Converſation, to interrupt every thing that 
looks like cloſe pv in the Way of com- 
mon Logic, to which the Gentlemen of this 


Claſs are not permitted to make a direct Reply, 


but to beat them out of their Play, by pouring 
in ſmart and unlucky Queſtions one upon the 


Neck of another, with a very arch Face, with- 


out ſtaying for an Anſwer. This, let me tell 
you, is a very uſeful Exerciſe, which I have 


ſeen play d off more than once with very good 


Effect. We were ſome of us not long ago at 
Lord /——'s Table, where my little Captain 
is allowed the Liberty of talking his own Way, 
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without Check or Reſtraint; upon his open- | 
ing a little too deep, he was interrupted by a 


ſmoaky old Parſon, who fate beſide him in a 
Lay Habit: As ſoon as he could recover him 


ſelf from his Confuſion, he cock d up his ſhort 
Chin in a Poſture of Defiance, look d fierce as 
a Cock- Sparrow, and begins as follows. Da- 
tor, I knew not you were a Parſon, but as I fixd 


you are, and make no doubt but you are a Man 


of Learning, I want to be ſatisfied in ſome 


Doubts which I hope you will be able to reſolve 
me. Pray tell me what you think of the. Story 


of Adam and Eve, was it nat a Ami hav 


Cafe that they ſhould be ſo ſeverely puniſt/d only 
for eating an Apple? — And is it not flull a 


greater Hardſhip upon us poor Devils their Po- 
 ferity, to be puniſh'd for their Faults, in which 


we had no manner of Concern? Is not this very 


hard Doctor? —— As the Doctor was begin- 


ning to reply, he proceeds, Dont you think, 
Doctor, that Adam was in a fine Situation, in 
@ delightful Garden with the fineſt Woman in the 
World — — — bat would you have given to 
have been in his Caſe? Hey Dactor! As the 


Doctor was about to ſpeak, he proceeds, Aud 


then as to the Story of the Serpent Upon 
this four or five . who ſate near him rea- 
dy charged, upon a proper Signal burſt out al- 


together into a loud Laughter; upon which 


the Doctor ſoftiy ſtole his Beaver off the Pin, 
and bruſh'd off, leaving us in Paſſeſſion of the 


Field, and all the Marks of Victory, of which 


ſecuring the Laugh on our Side is not the leaſt. 
| I 
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I ſpeak my own Experience; I know not 4 
more uſeful Exerciſe than that of a Queriſt, if 
artfully and boldly executed, eſpecially in Con- 
verſation, it being an undoubted Maxim, That 
one Fool may aſe more Queſtions than ten Wiſe Men 
can anſwer. — The Gentlemen of this Degree 
are permitted and adviſed to read the inimitable 
Writings of Mr. Hobbes, Blunt, Toland, Tindal, 


Collins, Gordon, and thatPrince of Paralogicians, 


the Moral Philoſopher ; without troubling-them= 


ſelves with the numberleſs Anſwers that have 


been given them, which would end in nothing 


but loſing time and puzzling the Cauſe. As 


for the antient Patrons and Defenders of our 


Society, ſuch as Porphyry, Celſus, Fulian, &c. 
let them fleep in peace. As they wrote in a 


Language little known atid lef underſtood by the 
polite Moderns, it would be the Work of an 
Age to make any conſiderable Advantage by 


their Writings, againſt a Party, who are ap- 


parently too vain of their Skill in antient Lan- 
guages, to overlook any Slips or Miſtakes of 


our Friends, without a ſevere and indecent 


Correction: witneſs the Behaviour of that four 
old Critick, Ph:lelutherus Lipſienſis, who ex- 
poſed a few innocent Miſtakes of one of our 
beſt Writers, with as much Inſolence and Pe- 
dantry as if he had been diſciplining a School- 


Boy, for which we ſhall never forget nor for- 


give him. The Badge of this Order ſhall be a 
Tippet of red Silk, with a yellow Border fix d 


Tf- 


upon their left Shoulder, 
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If any Gentleman of this Claſs or Degree 
ſhall have given ſufficient Proofs of his Zeal and 

| Abilities to promote the Service of the Society 


in a higher Order, he ſhall be admitted to the 


Degree of Paralogicians, which is. the higheſt 
— Honour we can poſſibly beſtow upon our moſt 
_ deſerving Members, They are to be the Philo- 


ſophers and Diſputers of our Body, but in quite 
a new Method, being furniſhed with a Set of 


principal Axioms, Modes, and Figures, the very 
reverſe of the vulgar and popular Logick. To 
ſpeak a plain and undeniable Truth, the Ene- 
mies of our Cauſe, the Friends of Prieſtcraft 
and Superſtition, as they have been long in 
poſſeſſion of their Claim to Truth and Ortho- 
doxy, and have found the Sweets of Power 
and Dominion over the Underſtandings and 
Conſciences of Mankind, ſo they have taken 
care to be well paid into the bargain, by get- 
ting all the Affairs and Intereſts of the Publick 
centre at laſt in what they call Religion ; ts 
has neceffarily produced a great Vaviety o 
Offices, Poſts, and Employments, with large 
Endowments, fine Salaries, and unknown Per- 
quiſites, which they have cunningly divided a- 
mong their own Party; whom they affirm to 
be the only Perſons duly qualified to execute 
the ſeveral Offices, and enjoy the Endowments. 
As for the due Execution of the Office, we have 
little to fay ; but if it can be made appear to the 
Publick, that theſe Offices are not only a uſe- 
leſs Invention, but are dangerous and burden- 
ſome to the Common-wealth, they ought cer- 
| | | tainly, 
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tainly, in Equity and good Policy, to be entire- 
I fappreſs'd, and the Revenues and Salaries 


ànnexed to them, . ſhould. be beſtowed on thoſe 
who have had the Sagacity to detect the Cheat, 


and the Courage to oppoſe and ſuppreſs it. And 
s they were always apprehenſive of the cer- 
tam Conſequences of a free and rational Exa- 
mination of their Scheme, ſo they have endea- 
voured to ſupport and maintain it, by all the 
mean ungenerous Arts that Policy, Intereſt, 
Power, the Favour of the Magiſtrate, and a bad 


Cauſe could ſuggeſt; they have fetterd and 


; confined. our Underſtandings by abſurd Impo- 


fitions of Creeds, Sy/tems, Canons, Articles and 


Con Yor: of” Fazth, double guarded by legal 
Penalties and civil Incapacities; and as if all 
this was not ſufficient, (for the Patrons of a 

bad Cauſe never think themſelves ſecure). they 
have employed from time to time the beſt Head: 


of the Party to compoſe a Syſtem of Principles, 
Rules and Method of Argumentation, all of 


their own. Side of the Queſtion, and have cun- 


ningly agreed to make it a neceſſary Prepara- 


tive for all their Diſciples, in order to come at 


the Knowledge of Truth, by which means the 


young People are early prepoſſeſſed with the 
* of the Party, and an invincible By- 
aſs towards the fafhionable, plauſible, and 


gainful Side. And this I take to be as unrea- 


ſonable an Impoſition upon our Underſtandings 
as Creeds themſelves, becauſe it cramps and 
fetters us in the Exerciſe of our Faculties, tho 
it does not forbid us the Uſe of them. Rey 


dy 


body has: Reaſon; b ha 41 body does not un- 
derſtand | Logic... The natural unprejudiced 
Kea ſon of Mankind is the fame well-meaning 
honeſt Faculties in all Sorts of People; it ſees, 
and judges, and talks of all manner of Things 15 
and Matters by its own plain and infallible 
Light, and has no more occaſion for Rules, 
Moods and Figures, to ſhew when it is in the 
Right and when in the Wrong, than to tell 
me when Jam hungty- or thirſty, or full, at 
Eaſe or in Pain, in Sickneſs or in Health; be 
ſure it was ſo among the Primitive Inhabitants 
of the World, long before theſe plaguy Sy- 
ems, with their Definitions, Axioms, Moods, 
Figures, Syllogi/ms, and the reſt of their Tran- 
guons were invented. I have been often pro- 
voked beyond meaſure, to hear a polite Con- 
verſation interrupted by one of theſe reaſoning 
Puppies, in a Manner that even deſerved the 
Diſcipline of the Blanket. was t other day 
in a yery elegant Converſation, where one of 
our Society, a young Fellow of lively Parts, 
and flowing Eloquence, had been entertaining 
us upon the Subject of religious Frauds, with 
aà Profuſion of Wit and good Senſe, but having 
in the Warmth of his Imagination drop'd an 
unguarded Aſſertion, up ſtarts one of thoſe ſo- 
lemn Coxcombs, who (with the Appearance 
of a Man of Senſe and good Manners) had lain 
for ſome time upon the Catch, and deſires him 
to explain himſelf, to defend his Aſſertion, and 
produce his Reaſons. The young Orator was 
a little confounded at this pedantic ungentle- 


F man- 
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man- like Behaviour; and indeed the whole 
Company thought themſelves bound in honour 
to reſent ſuch an outrageous Breach of good 
Manners; and for my own Part, I told him 
in the Language of the renowned Sir Jobn 
Falftaff, That if T were in that Gentleman's 
_Caje, and Reaſons were as plenty as Black-ber- | 
"res, Fwould give no Man à Reaſon upon Com- 
| pulfion. Reaſons, to be ſure, we have in great 
plenty, and ſuch as we think very good ones; 
butthen weare the only proper Judges on what 
,- Occaſions, and in what Company, to produce 
them; for ſo malicious and partial are our Ad- 
verfaries, that they inſiſt upon having our Rea- 
ſons and Arguments weighed and meaſured by 
their Standard, in which they are ſure to have g 
the Advantage; and becauſe we do not pro- 
.ceed and conclude, by the Way of Premiſſes 
and Concluſions drawn out in Mood and Fi- 
gure, which they have maliciouſly contrived to 
be always on their Side of the Queſtion, they 
wantonly inſult us, and tell us, that our Rea- 
ſons are ſophiſticated, our Arguments are all 
damaged Goods, and not worth Twopence a 
"Thouſand. This is an amazing Piece of Hard- 
ſhip to us, and-Partiality in them; they have 
engroſſed all the Arms and Ammunition in the 
Country, and then inſult us for not being as 
well provided as they; they challenge us to 
fight without allowing us Weapons, and when 
we are forced to make uſe of ſuch as we can 
-procure ; they tell us we make Uſe of unlaw- 
ful and unſtatutable Weapons, and . - 


> > 


« 35) 
have no Title to that FAM and Indulgence, 
which, by all the Laws of Chivalty, are due 
to fair = honourable Combatants, — All 
therefore, that is left for us to do in this Exi- 
gency, is to employ ſome of the ableſt and 
cooleſt Heads among us, to compile a new 
Syſtem of Logic, in which all the extraordi- 
nary Methods of Proof proper for extraordinary 
Cafes, which they have agreed to explode and 
. condemn as fallacious, may be allowed and 
confirmed as juſt and good by a proper Autho- 
rity, that we may be at leaſt upon the ſame 
Foot with the reſt of his Majeſty's loving Sub- 
jets —— And then, my noble Heart, we bid 
them Defiance. But i in the hurry of my I- 
magination, I had like to have forgot the pro- 
per Habits or Badges to be worn by the 
Gentlemenof this Order. A Paralogician ſhall 
wear a ſhort Mantle of red Silk, with a Border 
and Fringe of yellow, and a Cap of the fame 

Colours empannelled, of a Pyramidical Form, 
like our Grenadiers Caps, from the Top of 
which bending backwards, ſhall hang behind, 
upon a Twiſt or Braid of red and yellow Silk, 
a ſmall Silver Bell, and on the Front ſhall be 
curiouſly embroidered an ingenious Hierogly- 
phic, commonly called in the Towns of Hol- 
land the Sign of the Mis fooꝛſtondt, (the 
MMiſunderſtanding) which is two Dray- men 
turned Back to Back, with a Barrel hanging 
between tbem. 

And, methinks, when I calmly conſider the 


8 and uſeful Ends we propel, and the 
1 hs natural 


(46). 


natural and rational Methods we purthe to ob. 


tain them, it is no unreaſonable Preſumption 


to hope for the Protection and Encouragement 
of our Superiors, in profecution of a Cauſe in 
which we are all equally concerned, — The 
End we propoſe is the moſt uſeful and bene- 
volent that can be imagined, being nothing leſs 
than promoting and ſecuring the Peace and 


Happineſs of Mankind, by delivering them 
from the gloomy Fancies of a frighted Imagi- 


nation, and all the ridiculous Terrors of Prieft- 
craſt and Superſtition; if this can be effected, 
no matter by what means, If an effectual 


* 


Cure can be provided, no Man ought to envy 

us the Glory, nor Mankind the Benefit of ach 
uſeful and glorious Diſcoveries. Now this can 
only be done by ſhewing, that all the Preten- 
ſions to Religion, grounded on a Revelation 
from Heaven, are nothing but a direct Cheat 
and Impoſition upon Mankind. There is 
ſomething ſo incomprehenfible, ſo terrible in 
the Notion of 8 SUPREME BEING, who 


made and governs the World, who obſervesall 


our Actions, who has given us a Set of Doc- 


trines, Precepts and Rules of Obedience, by 


which he will jodge and reward, or puniſh us 
hereafter, that it muſt ſtrike a Damp upon the 


Minds of reaſonable Creatures, muſt embitter 


all their Pleaſures, and abate their Attention to 
the civil Intereſts and Affairs of Mankind, in 


which we are neceſſarily engaged, and make 
them ſerupulous and diffident in the Exercife of 


thoſe Arts by which they are moſt uſually and 


ſuc- 
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ſucceſsfully managed, We therefore hope and 
conclude: there is no ſuch BEING, and by 
Conſequence no REVELATION. They 
object to this, That the viſible World and 
Frame of Nature, are a manifeſt and ſufficlent 
Proof of an omnipotent and all-wiſe Creator. 
To which we reply, That this is no Proof at 
all. The World, "Te ought we know, might 
make itſelf, or it might exiſt . from Eternity, 
or it might be made by Chance, each of which 
Opinions have been maintained by many inge- 
nious Writers, both ancient and modern. Be- 
fides, the Notion of Creation implies the ma- 


king ſomething out of nothing, which is a direct 


Contradiction to a ſelf-evident Principle, ex 
nihilo nthil fit. The Notion of a Providence 
is a Contradiction to our daily Expetichce.; for 


we ſee all things happen alike to all nen. The 


Good (as they — called) are neither conſtautly 
rewarded, xs. the Wicked conſtantly puniſhed; 
fo far from it, that the Sun ſhines, and the 
Rain falls on both alike; Wars and Bloodfhed, 
Fires and Earthquakes, Storms and Tempeſts, 
make no Diſtinction betwixt thoſe who wor- 
ſhip God and thoſe who worſhip him not. 
Nay, more than this, the apparent Advantage 
is on our Side of the Qaeſtion, Pray, tell me, 
what is there to be g — World er by 
being good ? but —— Repro Gon. 
tempt and ? Shew. me he _ that e- 
ver was rred (I mean, in the ordinary and 
natural of Things) purely on account 
en n and I will undertake 


to 
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to ſhew you ten, who owe their Promotion 
entirely to their having no Religion at all? 
Then as to the Story of Miracles and Prophe- 
cies, upon which they lay ſo great a Streſs, as 
to build their Syſtems of Religion upon them, 
as both: Jews and Chriſtians are known to. do, 
they are ſo far from being certain, that the 
whole have been ſuſpected by ſome very ſaga- 
cious Enquirers, to be owing to the Cunning 
of Knaves and the Credulity of Fopls. Thoſe 
who talk of them, and build ſo much upon 
them, do not pretend that they have ever ſeen 
the one, or have undeniable Evidence for the 
other; I mean ſuch ſort of Evidence as we rec- 
kon ſufficient in the ordinary Occurrences of 
Life, ſo plain as that no body in their Senſes 
can entertain any reaſonable Doubt. If they 

had, every body would ſee and believe, as aſſu- 
redly and univerſally as they do the daily Ob- 
jects of their Senſes, ſuch as the Viciſſitudes of 
Day and Night, the Succeſſion of Seaſons, the = 
Generation — Corruption of Bodies. Theſe 
Things are obvious and plain; every body ſees, 
and believes, and reaſons, and concludes, and 
acts agreeably ; but theſe other ſupernatural 
Crotchets, fetch'd from an inviſible: World, 
are a Sort of fairy Stories, contrived by Prieſts, 
propagated by Grand-mothers and N urſes, and 
believed by Children and Fools. N ay further, 85 
ſuppoſe ſuch extraordinary Appearances could 
be proved by concurrent Hiſtories and Traditi- 
ons of all Ages, nay, that we ourſelves had ſeen 


and heard them, yet con they not thence be 
con- 


At 
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concluded to be ſupernatural and miraculous, 
but might only appear ſo to the ignorant, the 
injudicious and credulous, who, not knowing 
the Extent of natural Powers and ſecond Cauſes, 
might-impute the ſurpriſing Operations, even 
of mechanical Powers, to ſome inviſible and 
omnipotent Agent. It is well known, that in 
the firſt European Expeditions to America, 
the ignorant Indians imagined the Ships to be 
living Creatures, and that the Diſcharge of their 
Artillery was either the Voice of thoſe mon- 
ſtrous floating Animals, or ſomething ſuperna- 
tural and miraculous. Every body knows, 


that Columbus, by foretelling an Eclipſe, fright- 


ed the mutinous Natives into Submiſſion and 
Slavery ; they imagined the heavenly Bodies 
were at his Command and under his Directi- 
on, and that therefore it would be vain and 
preſumptuous in them to oppoſe. a Man who 
had the Powers of Heaven and Earth at com- 
mand. And ſome very cunning People have 
had a Suſpicion that it coſt Moſes a good many 
Barrels of Gun-powder, to procure ſucha Quan- 
tity of Thunder and Lightning, as might be 
ſufficient to frighten that thick-ſcull'd. Genera- 
tion into a Submiſſion to that inſupportable 
| Yoke of Laws and Ordinances that he had 
been preparing for them ; and ſeveral Attempts 
have been made to prove the pretended Mi- 
racles of the Chriſtian Law-giver, to be no- 
thing more than Slight of Hand or Leger- de- 
main. Poor Woolſton! he ſtruck a bold Stroke, 
but the Laws and the Judges were againſt rs 
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Ann ſce an Alteration in both, we cal 
expect but little good from our united moſt vi- 
gorous 8 to Prieſtcraft and Superſti- 
tion: Bui Courage, my Friend, let us 2 
the beſt. Nu de perandum is our Motto. But 
to procred. As this whole Syſtem of Religion, 
whether Jewiſh or Chriſtian, is apparently 
and confeſſedly myſterious and nes 
ſible; we cannot fairly and conſiſtently be 
fu ppoſed to have much Concern or Intereſt in 
it 2 for (pardon a little more Latin, and It is 
all I have elt it is a Maxim among us, and a 
very reaſonable one too, Que ſupra nes, nibil 


ad. nos, And therefore, fince we are neceſſari- 
ly chained down to this little Spot of Earth, 


and a very pretty convenient Spot it is, plenti- ' 


fully provided with all the Neceſſaries and Con- 
veniencies of Life, without which we cannot 
ſubſiſt; Nature, which (we all agree) does no- 
thing in vain, points out to us the proper Uſo 
we ought to make of it. All agree ſhe has 
given us warm and invincible A for the 
ſupport of our Perſons, and Propagation of 
dur Species, which is apparently the whole Bu- 
fineis, Employment and Happineſs of the _ 
of our Brother Animals, who have nothing 
elſe to do but to live, cat, drink, propagate 40 
boy: and to N that we were intended for 
or beyond this, is at moſt mere 
| Marter of Conjecture and nothing elſe: This 
is a ſhott, but „ N of our Scheme, 
which being evident! calculated for the Eaſe 
and Benefit of Mankind, may reaſonably be 
W defended 
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defended and ſupported by ſuch Ways and 
Means as we ſhall think proper. Ft 

'Tis true the preſent Senſe of the Legiſlature 
ſeems to be againſt us, ſo that we have little 
Reaſon to expect they will take any extraordi- 
nary Meaſures for the ſupport and Improve- 
ment of our Society, or the Defence of thoſe 
Principles on which it is founded. But we 
live in an Age of Diſcoveriesand Improvements, 
We have ſeen wonderful Events in our Days, 
ſuch as the wiſeſt of our Fathers neyer dream'd 
of, Men of Genius and Penetration, eſpeci- 
ally in high Places, ſcorn to jog on 1n the beaten 
Track of their dull Fore-fathers, atid know that 
all our Schemes of Politicks and Religion, as 
well as Arts and Sciences, are capable of Im- 
provements. New Schemes naturally produce 
new Meaſures, new Meaſures always produce 
new Difficulties, new Difficulties require new 
Expedients to qualify or remove them; fo that 
in a little time the Affairs of a Nation may 
have quite a new Face, run in quite a new 
Channel, and require quite a new Set of Prin- 
ciples to juſtify the marvellous Alteration : Ss 
that the wiſeſt Man upon Earth cannot fore- 
tel] what half a Century more may or may not 

roduce in our favour ; eſpecially when the 
Publick {hall be duly appriſed of the Uſeful- 
neſs. of our Society, the preſent Difficulties 
under which we labour in the Proſecution of 
our Scheme, and how ſmall a Degree of Pub- 
lick Indulgence would entirely remove thoſe 
Difficulties, and put us upon the ſame equitable 

Tir | G | Foot 
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Foot with our Adverſaries. How uſeful the 
Principles and Members of our Society have 
been in all Ages, in arduous and deſperate 
Services, Changes, Reformations, and Revo- | 
| lutions in Church and State, is not- confiſtent 
with our known Modeſty to declare; we could 
not do Juſtice-to our own Characters without 
bluſking, which is to us a very painful Senſa- 
tion, Let the Annals of paſt Ages declare, 
and let the Biſtorians cf the preſent and future 
Times faithfully record how uſeful we have 
been, and may. hereafter be, in contriving, 
executing and defending the deep Deſigns 
and wondrous Atchievements of . 

Politicians, and Conquerors. Wiſe Miniſters 
therefore ſhould ſhew a particular Regard to 
the Body of Paralogicians, as a Set of Men 
that may be of ſingular Uſe to them in many 

Articles of Affairs, both Eccleſiaſtical and Ci- 
vil; if, for inſtance, any Scheme ſhould be 

concerted, or Project executed, which could 

not be explained or vindicated by any Rules of 
the vulgar and popular Logic, or what the 
common Herd of Mankind have agreed to 
call Reaſon, it would be of infinite Uſe to the 
Project and the Projector too, to have a Set of 
extraordinary Principles, Axioms, Rules and 
Methods of Reaſoning, exactly fitted and a- 
dapted to ſuch extraordinary Caſes and Occa- 

ons. This appears in the Improvements. 


made of late Years in another Branch of Sci- 
ence: I mean Ariihmetict. Our FPore-fa- 
chers were fo egregiouſly ly, that they knew 
| no 
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no more than the Vulgar and Decimal; they 
could tell you with very grave Faces, that 2 
and 2 make 4, that 5 and 5 make 10, which 
every Blockhead knew as well as they; in 
ſhort, they ſaw very little in it beyond the 
low dirty Buſineſs of Oeconomy and Trade. 
The Arcana Imperi:, the Myſteries of Go- 
vernment, the impenetrable Secrets of the Ca- 
binet, on which the Fates of Empires and King- 
doms depend, which are hid from Vulgar 
Eyes, into which none but the Sons of Wiſ⸗ 
dom, the Adepts in the occult Sciences, are or 
can be admitted; were not to be directed by 


ſuch low, vulgar, obvious Principles as the 


ular mercantile Buſineſs of Life ; they 
therefore, by incredible Application, Intenſe- 
neſs and Refinement of Thought, at laſt in- 
vented and brought to Perfection, that moſt 
_ uſeful Branch of Science which I call Political 
Arithmetick, by which alone ſuch ſurprizing 
Wonders have been effected, - as our Fathers 
would have thought and pronounced to be ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible. The Uſe and Correſpon- 


dence of Numbers in theſe Operations, is not 


according to the Vulgar Relation, but depends 
upon a ſecret magical Power, under certain 
planetary Influences and Directions, at certain 
critical Seaſons and momentous Occaſions, in 
which the Power and Value of any Number 
riſes or falls, increaſes or diminiſhes, in Pro- 
portion to the Difficulties and Advantages of 
any given Queſtion : So that whereas in Vul- 
gar Arithmetic 5 and 5 9 10, and 10 and 

e 9 2 _—_ 


' 
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10 make 20; in the Political 5 and 5 ſhall 
make 16, and 7 and 7 ſhall make 34: And 


whereas in the Vulgar Computation, 15 is 
nerally eſteemed to be more than 10, and [ef 


than 20, here 14 are often known to be more 


than 24, and 30 than 50. But what is ſtill 
more ſurprizing to thoſe who are not initiated 
into theſe Myſteries, is, that even mere Cyphers, 

which in Vulgar Arithmetic are nothing, and 
ſtand for nothing but as they ſtand united with 


ſome valuable Figure, have here a Weight and 


Power equal to that of any given Figure. 1_ 
myſelf have ſeen in a moſt myſterious Operas 


tion, one very inſignificant Cypher, of greater 
Force and Power than a long and regular Ar- 


rangement of powerful and fignificant Figures. 


y thagoras and his Diſciples are univerſally 


known to have been great Dealers in Numbers, 


and boaſt much of their Virtues and magical 


Powers, even in Medicinal Caſes, and reſolve 
all or moſt of the ſurprizing Cures, which the 
Ignorance of the Moderns aſcribes to Sympa- 


thy or occult Qualities, to the ſole Virtue of 


Numbers, into which all Sympathy, Harmo- 


ny, Concord and Order are ultimately reſol- 
ved. In natural and bodily Maladies, ariſing 
puicly fi om diſharmonious diforderly Motions 


of the Fluids and Animal Spirits, certain Bo- 
dies carefully collected from the Vegetable or 
Mineral World, under ſome certain and parti- 
cular Configuration of the heavenly Bodies, 
and prepared by the Direction of ſome magical 
Words and Numbers, would effect a certain, 


ſpee * 
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ſpeedy and almoſt miraculous Cure: And in 
ſpiritual Diſorders, even of the moſt malignant 
kind, ſuch as, particularly Epilepſy and Mad- 
neſs, which they generally imputed to the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Dæmons, they were all infallibly cu- 


red by the Charms of Muſick, which is known 


to be the higheſt Perfection of Numbers, re- 
duced to perfect Harmony, Proportion and 


Order. Theſe were great and uſeful Diſcove- 


ries, conſidering the Age in which they were 
made: But had that great Philoſopher lived 
in theſe our marvellous Days of Science and E- 
rudition, he would not have made a much bet- 
ter Figure than a common Mountebank; for 
in both theſe Caſes, there was the Uſe and Ap- 
plication of external Means to the very Perſon 
of the Patient, ſuch as any old Woman that 
had been uſed to gather Simples, or any young 


Fellow that could play a tolerable Fiddle, 
might be able, with a little Inſtruction, to ap- 


ply and explain. But how much more ſur- 


prizing Operations have I ſeen effected, purely 


by a lucky Combination of Numbers in Poli- 


"tical Arithmetic! I have ſeen a Perſon both 


deaf and dumb, who hath been immediately 
cured by the Application of a ſmall piece of 
Paper, in which, among other magical Words 
and Characters, were the Numbers 500 or 
looo, or more or leſs, according to the Na- 
ture of the Caſe and the Neceſſities of the Pa- 


tient, upon the immediate Peruſal of the Charm, 
he could hear diſtinctly, and ſpeak fluently 
upon any Queſtion or Side of a Queſtion, for 

he wy a 
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a whole Hour by the Clock: And 2 
ſome incredulous ill- natur d People were for 
ſuſpecting the Reality of the Cure, and impu- 
ting the whole to a Politic Colluſion betwixt 
the Doctor and the Patient, he has been pre- 
vailed upon to try the Efficacy of the Charm 
in a different and contra periment, and 

has, for the Conviction tel the — by 

the ſame Charm, with ſome little Variation 
of Characters, ſtruck a Man at once abſolutely 
deaf, and dumb, and blind, who had been 
but juſt before in full Poſſeſſion of his Health, 
Underſtanding, Memory and Senſes. Nay, 
more than this, I have been credibly informed, 
that a Patient, languiſhing, and almoſt expiring 
under an univerſal Decay, from a Complication - 
of Diſorders, was at once reſtored, by 2b. 
Force of Numbers, without any viſible Appli- 
cation”at all made to the Patient, to perfect 
Health and Soundneſs of Body. And that o- 
thers, who had been over-run with an Irrup- 
tion of malignant Humours breaking out, and 
ſtinking like Plague Sores, were, by the le 
Power of Numbers made as ſound as Heart of 
Oak, and as ſweet as a Roſe, with number- 
leſs other Cures too tedious to mention, which 
may be well atteſted, to the Satisfaction of any 
curious Enquirer. I cannot ſay that I ſaw theſe 
wonderful Operations myſelf, or ever examined 
the State or Conſtitution of the Patients ſo re- 
ſtored; but, which is equally ſatisfactory to 
men of modeſt and ingenuous Tempers, I was 
aflured of it upon the Honour of thoſe who. 


per- 
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performed the feveral above mentioned Cures, | 
and gave the Patients conſtant Attendance till 


they were compleated, being upon the. fairand 
honourable Conditions of, No Cure no Pay, 


ho therefore mutt be preſumed to be the moſt 


proper Judges in the Caſe. It was ſomething 
like this that gave a Handle to a merry old 


Senator in the Dyet of Poland to make an un- 


lucky Reply in a Debate upon a Queſtion in 


Which he was deeply intereſted, and had en- 


gaged a great Majority to carry it. A grave 
Gentleman in the Oppoſition, who could read 


in his Bible, quoted a Paſſage out of the Book 


of Leuiticus to ſupport an Argument he had 
been advancing againſt the Queſtion; to which 
the facetious Droll replied, There ſeems indeed, 
Sir, to le ſomething of Weight in the Paſſage 

you have quoted from. Leviticus, but. it will ds 
your Cauſe very little: Service, for ue have the 


0h Book of Numbers againſt you 


Pardon this Digretion. — But the Uſe I 
would make of it is this: If Arithmetic be ca- 
pable of ſuch prodigious Improvements, and 


ſo apparently calculated for the publick Good, 
| what ſhould hinder us from attempting ſome- 


thing like it by Way of Improvement in the 
Exerciſe of our Reaſon; eſpecially conſidering,” 
that our Adverſaries have given us a fair Op- 
portunity of taking an Advantage of their Ne- 


gligence. They have been all along ſo confi- 


dent of the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, and ſo 
ſecure of their own ſuperior Strength and Cun- 
ning, tat: they have „ —— to ſe- 
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cure themſelves, by uſing their Intereſt to pro- 
cure a legal and Parli iamentary Eſtabliſhment, _ 
which; like the Act of Uniformity, might ob- | 
lige all his Majeſty's loving Subjects, to con- 
form to their Rules and Methods of Reaſoning, 


and prohibit them under ſevere Penalties from 
making Uſe of any 6ther. This would effec- 


tually have precludedany Attempts of this kind 
that I am propoſing; but fince they have ne- 
glected to do this, I think we ought to exert 
all our Intereſt and Cunning to turn it to our 


own Advantage. I am not ſanguine enough to 


imagine we have Intereſt enough at preſent to 


procure ſuch an Eſtabliſhment for any Syſtem of 


our own, in oppoſition to the prevailing Pre- 


poſſeſſion ; ſuch a Scheme, if at all feaſible, 
mult be a very remote Poſſibility, and the Ob- 


ject of a very diſtant Hope. Our 1 at 


preſent are apparently prejudiced in favour of 


ancient and immemorial Cuſtom, and long 


Preſcription, and jealous of making or encou- 


raging Innovations; but as they have been al- 
ways ready to lend an indulgent Ear to the 


dutiful Remonſtrances and Petitions of their 


Inferiors, and to give them ſuch Relief and In- 


dulgence as their Circumſtances may require, 


it will not be improper to lay before the Pub- 
lick, atleaſt, a juſt and impartial Account of 
the Difficulties and Hardſhips under which we 
labour, and from which we hope to be relieved. 
In general, they are ſo unreaſonable, as to ob- 
ject againſt almoſt all our Methods of Reaſon- 
ing, 5 as uncanonical and unſtatutable, and 


quarrel 


= 
quarrel with us for taking fome 8 little Li- 
berties, which would read give us ſome 
Advantage; and, to ſhew the Perverſeneſs of 


their Spirit, will neither uſe them themſelves, 


nor ſuffer us to uſe them. I ſhall only inſtance 


in two or three Caſes, WIT you may judge 


of the reſt. 

1. It very often baba in the Courſe of a 
Debate, when the Advantage is apparently on 
our Side. they turn ſhort upon us, and tell us, 
We beg the Queſtion ; marry, and a good Shift 
too, F chin if we can carry an important 

Queſtion purel by begging. Sure J am, that 
8 this Method could be brought to any Per- 
fection, it would be a more faving Article to 
the Publick than the Sinking Fund, and there- 
fore we may reaſonably hope, that our Supe- 
riors, who will find their Account in it as well 
as we, will find out proper Ways and Means 


to allow: confirm, and ſecure us in this Method 


of Reaſoning, as it is apparently more uſeful 
in many difficult Caſes, than all their Rules of 


Logic put together. 


2. At other Times, when they find them-_ 
ſelves ſorely pinch'd, and almoſt giddy by run- 
ans round witk us, as it were in a Rin 5 they 

w fretful, and c cry out againſt Circular 


Proof. This Objection is peeviſh and abſurd, 


Do not theſe Gentlemen know that a Czrcle is 
the moſt perfe of all Figures? and by Con- 
ſequence, that a Circular Operation muſt be 
ſo too? Is not the Frame of Nature ſupported 


by the 9 a the ſeveral Parts of the 


H Syſtem? 
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Syſtem ? Is not the Life of all Animals and 
Vegetables preſeryed by the Circulation of their 
Blood and Juices? Has not the Credit and 
| Intereſt of the Nation been often preſerved by. 
the Circulation of Bank and Exchequer Bills? 
Has not the Credit of the ſeveral Stocks and 
Funds been known to riſe and fall by the Cir- 
culation even of a Lye? to the great Advantage 
of ſeveral eminent and well-diſpoſed Perſons, 
who would have ſtartled at the Sound of a 
trifling inſignificant malicious Lye, when there 
was APES to be got by it. Nay, further, is 
not a Circulation of Intereſt the great Support 
of Government? Could any Miniſtry ſubſiſt 
without it ? Nay, I will venture to affirm, 
that without ſuch a Circulation, many a good 

neftion in Politics would have been loſt, and 
why it ſhould be thought unlawful and unrea- 
ſonable for us to take the. Benefit of it in Mat- 
tets of Philoſophy and Religion, is to me FARE 
unconceiyable. * 

3. But the merrieſt Im poſition of all, is that 
of confining us to the Uſe of three Terms, 
and telling-us that it is againſt all the Laws of 
Logic to add a fourth. A very pretty Contri- 
vance truly! They know that four is a Ma- 
jority to three, and therefore modeſtly enjoin 

us not to take the Benefit of Numbers, by 
which they very well know the weightieſt 
neſtions are carried in the moſt auguſt Aſſem- 
blies in the World. 
Theſe are ſome of the many Hardſhips un- 
der which we labour, and from which we hope 
| wt I 
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in due time to be relieved, by the Wiſdom and 
Authority of ſome future Parliament: But till 
this can be effectually done, we have a modeſt 
Propoſal to make to the Publick, in which we 
hope for the Attention and Indulgence of pro- 
per Judges.— The preſent Age is juſtly fa- 
mous, and will be fo to late Poſterity, for the 
publick- Spirit it has ſhown in encouraging and 
rewarding great and uſeful Defigns and Under- 
takings, worthy the Regard of a Wiſe and 
Powerful Nation. What a glorious Reward 
has been ſettled by the Authority of Parlia- 
ment for the Diſcovery of the Longitude ? 
How many Patents have been procured! How 
many Subſcriptions ſet on foot for the Invent- 
ers and Tmprovers of any uſeful Branch of Sci-, 
ence, Trade and Manufacture! But nothing 
has yet been done of a publick Nature for the 
Encouragement of new Improvements in the 
Way of Reaſoning, Arguing, or Diſputing, 
which are very much wanted on our Side of 
the Queſtion. Now, there are TWO great 
Articles which our Adverſaries have wantonly. 
rejected as uſeleſs and impraQticable, have over 
and over again abſolutely diſclaimed any Pre- 
tence, Kind or Degree of Right, Title, Pro- 
perty or Uſe in them; and thereforethey may, 
by a competent Authority, be fairly affigned, * 
made over, confirmed to us and our Heirs or 
Aſſigns for ever, and a Patent be drawn to en- 
title us to all the Profits, Advantages and E- 
moluments that ſhall at any time arife or pro- 
ceed from a proper Uſe and Improvement 
ot oq 1 of 
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of the ſaid TWO Articles, in the Manner of 
The Mine Adventurers, The Wreck- Fiſhery, or 

The Diſcoverers of new Countries, And theſe 
I. The Proof of Negatives. 
II. The Reconciling Contradictionss 
Theſe two Paints have been long conſidered 
not only as Deſiderata but as Deſperata, by the 
generality of the learned; and therefore every 
Attempt to clear, recover, and explain theſe 
very difficult Branches of Knowledge, and 
. . them uſeful to the Intereſts of Society, 
ought to entitle the Adventurers to the equi- 
table Favqur and Indulgence of the Publick. 
As to the rt then, I would humbly propoſe, 
That the ſole Power of proving Negatives may 
be entirely veſted in US, 1. e. in a ſelect 
Number of Gentlemen, in truſt for the whole 
Body, when we ſhall be hereafter formed into 
a regular Society, in as full and abſolute a Man- 
ner as the Prabat of Wills is in the Ecclefi- 
aſtical Courts. I expect to be aſł d, But how 
Hall this be dane? — Done ! Never fear: The 
ſame Authority that gives us a Right to the 
End, gives us alſo a Right to the Means: He 
that gives us an abſolute and unlimited Power, 
leaves us the ſole Judges of the Ways and Means 


by which it is to be executed. You cannot e 


ſo weak as to imagine we ſhall ever attempt it 
| by the ordinary Rules of the Vulgar and Po- 
pular Logic; theſe, you know, we abſolutely 
diſclaim, and are therefore projecting a Scheme, 


aud ſpliciting an Eſtabliſtment in direct Op- 
a ; n poſition 


Gly 


poſition to theirs ; and if ever this can boy pro- 
cured in a Legal and Parliamentary Way, it im- 
mediately entitles us to the only Legal and Par- 
liamentary Method of Proof both in Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, which is an Oath. Eve- 
ry body knows that a Will is of no Validity 
or ch till it be duly proved in the proper 
Court upon the Oath of the Executor, that 
from thenceforth it has the Force and Power 
of a Teftamentary Record, and being depoſited 
in the proper Office remains an unaſterable Sta- 
tute or Decree, like the Laws of the Medes 
and Perfians. In the fame manner, I would 
- humbly propoſe, that by virtue of the above- | 
faid Grant or Patent, a certain Office may be 
erected, under the Direction of ſome ſelect 
Members of our Society, who ſhall be called, 
The Commiſſioners of the Negative Office, and be 
inveſted with full Power and Authority to 
make or receive, from time to time, due and 
legal Proof of ſuch kind of Negatives, whether 
in Religion, Law, or Politics, as the Neceſfi- 
ty of publick or private Affairs may require, 
which ſhall from thenceforth be confidered as 
Matters of perpetual and. unalterable- Record, 
and being depoſited in proper Cells, Cabinets, 
Rooms, or Repoſitories, | like thoſe in the 
Tower of London, (ball, upon b, wgon- ropes oper Occaſions, 
be produeed as undeniable Evidence, in any 
Debate or Controverſy, upon Religions Sub- 
jects, or any Matter or Cauſe depending in 


Parliament, or any af his Majeſty's Courts of | 


Law's or 2 LIT which na „ 


1 | 
Protection, or Wager at Law, ſhall in any 
Cauſe, or on any Pretence, be allowed. And 

as this will be a Matter of great Advantage to 
our Society in particular, ſo we propole to 
make it as extenſive and beneficial to the Pub- 
lic as poſſible : For this Purpoſe, we intend to 1 
erect a large and commodious Building in ſome 
convenient Place within the City of Vemin- 
fer, for the better Regulation and Manage- 
ment of the above-ſaid Negative Office, and 
Reception and Accommodation of the Commz/- 
fſoners, a certain Number of whom ſhall be obli- 
ged to reſide and give conſtant Attendance during 
the four ſeveral Law- Terms, and the Seffions 
of Parliament, for the more eaſy and con ven: 
ent Supply of ſuch Kinds and Quantities of 
Negatives, duly proved and ſtamp'd according 
to Law, as ſhall be required, fer the more 
ſpeedy and effectual Diſpatch of either public 
or private Affairs. And as the entire Manu- 
Faure and Property of Negatives will be veſted 
in our Society, ſo we propoſe farther to ſupply 
the Publick at a much cheaper and eaſier Rate 
than has hitherto been done, by the uſual ir- 
regular Methods of Proceeding. We have been 
credibly informed, that, for want of ſuch Re- 
gulations as we Have projected, certain evil. 
minded People, cunningly foreſeeing that there 
would: be a great Demand for 'Negarives, upon 
certain, weighty and urgent Occaſions, had ma- 
iciouſly contrived: to} monopolize and engroſs 
the whole Commodity into very few Hands, 
who, taking the Advantage of the publick Ne- 
0 . | os ceſſity, 
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ceſſity, combined together to raiſe them to a 
moſt exorbitant Price, inſomuch, that, (if we 
are not miſinformed) ſome Perſons, who were 
under an unavoidable Neceſſity of purchaſing 
at any Rate, were forced to pay more than go 


per cent. above the intrinſick Value. This is 
a Grievance of a publick Nature, which calls 


aloud for Redreſs, and which for the future wwe 


propoſe intirely to prevent, by ſupplying any 
Perſon from time to time with ſmall Quantities, 
or even ſingle ones, upon urgent Ocaſions, at 
very cheap and reaſonable Rates, with proper 
Allowance to thoſe who take a Quantity, and 
a large Drawback to be made to thoſe who ſhall 


make due Proof that they are purchaſed ſole- 


ly for the Benefit of the Publick, either at 


home, or in any of our foreign Plantations, 


for whoſe Relief and Benefit this Scheme is | 


principally calculated and intended. 


Nor is the Article of Reconciling Contradic- 
tions of leſs Conſequence to us and the Publick,, 
than that of proving Negatives, being both 
abſolutely neceſſary for the Support of our So- 
ciety, and by Conſequence for the Welfare of 
the Publick. I mean ſuch Contradictions as 
are generally and vulgarly fo called, and eſteem- 
ed as oppoſite as Black and White, as Light 
and Darkneſs. And theſe are of two Sorts, 
1. Religious. 2, Political. — Of the former 


I have a long Liſt now lying before me, ſome 


direct, or in Terms, others indirect, or conſe- 
quential; on the clearing and reconciling of 
which the Intereſt and Credit of our Society 

gran ˙ 
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grea tly depends. And foraſmuch as this can- 
not eaſily be done by the ordinary Rules of 
the vulgar Logic, we are therefore compelled 
to have Recourſe to ſuch Ways and Means 
as the Favourof our tors, and the Powers 
to be conveyed to us by our future Grant or 
Fatent ſhall allow. We humbly propoſe there: 
fore, that in one Part of the Structure to be 
hereafter built for the Uſe of the Negative 
Office, another Office ſhall be erected by the 
Name of the Cunrradictlion Office, under the 
Direction of proper Perſons who fhall be cal- 
led the ( rorers of the ſaid Office. Their 
' Bafineſs ſhall be to collect and digeſt under 
proper Heads and diſtinct Claffes, ſuch appa- 
rent Contradictions as have at any time within 
ſuch a certain Term of Wins (to be directly 
ſpeeified and expreſſed) been publiſh'd and 4 
tended by any great and learned Prelate, or o- 
ther eminent B vine, without a legal and ju- 
dicial Animadverſion, either from the Convo- 
eation, their Pro oper Divceſin, either Houſe of 
Parltament, or ſome one of his Maj jeſty's 
Courts in Wetminfter-Holl; it being a reaſon- 
able Preſumption, if they were really and tru- 
If Contraditons to their own Sentiments, (at 
other Times written, publiſh'd and defended) | 
to the known Senſe of! Mankind, and the Laws 
ok the Land, they could not have eſcaped ſuch. 
Cenfure and Animadverſions from their Supe- 
riots, the Omiſſion of which ought to be a cer- 
tain: and indubitable Proof to all Perſons of 


| Modeſty and Ingenuity, that they were not 
| | really 
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really ſuch Contradictions as this Caſe ſuppoſes, 


nor merited any ſuch Cenſure or Animadver- 


ſion; and therefore, that the Silence of ſuch 
Superiors may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to a- 
mount to an Approbation, grounded on the 
Laws of the Land, the Intereſt of the Publick, 


or the real Truth and Nature of Things. That 
each of theſe being fairly and ſeverally drawn 


out, engroſſed and atteſted, under the Seal and 
Sign- manual of the proper Officers of the 


: Commiſſion, ſhall be produced in any Matter 


LP 


of Religious Debate or Controverſy, and 
pleaded with the ſame Force as Precedents, or 


adjudged- Caſes in Law or Equity, and that a 


Caſe ſo ſtated, ſigned and atteſted by the pro- 
per Officers, ſhall be allowed as direct Proof 
upon any given Queſtion, againſt which no 
Objection ſhall be made, or Exception legal- 
ly taken. Such a Regulation as this we hum- 


| bly preſume will be of ſingular Uſe to ſeveral 


eminent Perſons, who will hereby be diſchar- 


ged from any Neceſſity of attempting to re- 


concile any apparent Contradictions betwixt 


Intereſt and Conſcience; Subſcriptions and Doc- 


trine, or Doctrine and Practice, into which 


they may have been betrayed in the ſeveral 
Gradations of their Studies and Promotions; 
and will be at the ſame time of infinite Service 


to others, who ſhall at any time hereafter be 


compelled to make uſe of the ſame Means, in 


3 the ſame Ends: And for the greater 
Enceuragement of all ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons as ſhall have Recourſe to our —_— 8 
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| ſuch atteſted Copies, &c. they ſhall receive 


them gratis, without Fee or Reward, as an 
Acknowledgment of the unſpeakable Service 


they have done to our Society, under the Maſk 
of a N and avowed Oppoſition, 


As for Political Cantradictions, they are of 


| two Sorts: Dectrinal or Practical, both which 


are unavoidable in the Courſe of a long per- 
plex d unſteady Adminiſtration, ſuch as often 


has, and often hereafter may happen in this, 
as well as other Kingdoms and Countries. Of 


theſe too I have a long Liſt lying before me, 
— Sed Cynthius aurem vellif —— which, as 


they are not to be reconciled by the popular and 


vulgar Forms of Logick and Argumentation, 


muſt of neceſſity have Recourſe to other Me- 
thods; if therefore any ſuch Contradictions 


have been at any time reconciled by a Majority 
of Votes in either Houſe of Parliament, ſuch 
Contradictions ſo reconciled, ſhall be forthwith 
entered in our Office, and be deemed and con- 
fidered as Matters of perpetual and unalterable 
Record. And if any Miniſter ſhould be ſo un- 
happy as to be puſh'd by an Oppoſition, to 
reconcile any contradictory Speeches or Mea» 
ſures which ſhall be maliciouſſy laid to his 
Charge, he ſhall in every ſuch Caſe apply him- 
ſelf to our Office, for a Writ of Reconciliation 
of the aforeſaid Contradidtion ; ; which being 


ſigned and ſealed by the Majority of our Com- 


miſſioners, and duly ſtamp'd in ſuch manner 
as the Law ſhall direct, ſhall from that time be 
deemed a _— Protection, and be effectually 
| | corn " Pe 


639 1 


pleaded in bar to any malicious retroſpectire 
Enquiries into any contra dictory Speeches, Af- 

rmations, Declarations, Promiſes or Practices 
of the ſaid Miniſter, on whoſe Generoſity we 
ſhall depend for ſuch a valuable Compenſation 
as his particular Circumſtances may require and 
admit, and our ſeaſonable and neceſſary Aſſiſt- 
ance may be reaſonably thought to deſerve. 
Tou ſee, Dear Sir, a rough and imperfect 

Draught of my general Scheme, which I en- 
tirely ſubmit to your Correction. I ſhall only 


add a Word or two, 1. To ſhew its Excellen- 


cy and Uſefulneſs, and how much more rea- 
ſonable it is than that of our Adverſaries. 2. 
To give a few general Hints to all our Friends, 
which may be uſeful in the Proſecution of our 
great Deſign. 

The Excellency of our general Scheme ap- 
pears in this, that it is reaſonable, regular and 
conſiſtent: Our Foundation is laid upon good 
Terra firma, where our Settlement lies, the 
Intereſts and Enjoyments of which are the Ob- 
| jets of all our Senſes, which Senſes (as the Be- 
lievers themſelves acknowledge) are* infallible: 
And therefore, whilſt we give up ourſelves to 
the Direction of our Senſes, we are under the 
Direction of five or ſix infallible Guides, And 
what can any reaſonable Man deſire more to 
keep him in the Right Way? The Percep- 
—_ of theſe infallible Guides are ſo vivid and 
ſtrong,” their Light ſo glaring, their Evidence 
ſo ann, that 5 3 are dar- to 

5 Seni non * aal. | 
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call it Common Senſe ; and the Inferences, Con- | 
dcluſions and Deductions drawn from them is 


called Reaſon ; for all Men agree that Reaſon 
preſuppoſes and depends upon Common Senſe, 
and cannot ſubſiſt without it. So far we are 
ſafe under infallible Direction; and here our 


Guides adviſe us to fit down and enjoy our- 


ſelves, and make the moſt of the preſent ; but 


if we be reſtleſs and uneaſy, and want to be 


making further Diſcoveries, they refuſe to go 
with us, and leave us to grope out our Way 
by ourſelves, through Darkneſs and Uncertain- 


ty; which we think to be a bold and dange- 


rous Adventure, and therefore are reſolved to 
know when we are well, and run no Hazard 
in Purſuit of Uncertainties. 

But the Believing Scheme is the ditect con- 
trary to all this: No viſible Foundation; no 
infallible Direction; all is Fiction, Chimæra 
and Romance; their Structure is like a Cone, 
or a Pyramid inverted, the Baſe of which is at 
an inviſible and infinite Diſtance above the 


Clouds, and its Vertex terminating in ſome 


little indivifible Point of Brute Matter : So that 

inſtead of the regular and natural Aſcent from 
the Bottom to the Top, their Progreſſion is 
from the Top to the Bottom, like thoſe bold 


* 


1 


Adventurers, who fly down a Rope from the 


Top of a Church-Steeple, or like wanton Girls 
that crawl down Stairs with their Heads fore- 
moſt, to the manifeſt Hazard of their Noſes, 


if not of their Necks. In ſhort, the one is 


infallibly ſafe and certain, ſo fa as it goes: 
| The 
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(or): 


The other is full of Terror, Uncertainty, and 


Danger. It is therefore the Intereſt of Man- 
kind to know when they are well, to keep in 
the ſafe Way, to run no hazard in purſuit of 
inviſible fairy Treaſures, but thankfully to en- 


joy the numberleſs Pleaſures that are ready 


rovided to their hands; and to convince and 
rſuade the filly credulous Part of our Species 
to do the ſame, is the higheſt Act of Benevo- 
lence to our Fellow-Creatures, And as this is 


principally intended for the benefit of the next 


Age, there being very little hope of making 


more Converts in this, our firſt and great Con- 


cern muſt be to prevent TY 
of Prejudice and Superſtition that may be made 


upon the Minds of the growing Generation. 


For this end we mult exert all our Intereſt and 


Power to diſcourage and ſuppreſs the number- 
| leſs Charity and Grammar Schools erected in all 


Parts of theſe Kingdoms. The Minds of Chil- 
dren are tender and flexible, apt to receive and 
retain any Impreſſions that may be made up- 
on them by the Affection or Authority of their 
Teachers and Governors, and when theſe are 


applied to flatter their natural Vanity, under 


pretence of informing their Underſtanding, no 
wonder they are eaſily admitted, and with 
great Difficulty if ever eraſed out of their 
Minds. Here, forſooth, they are taught fine 
Leſſons of the Dignity of human Nature, and 


the glorious Prerogatives of immortal Souls ; 


they are told that the great Difference between 


Man and Man, does not depend upon the Di- 
ſtinctions 


" hy 62 » 
RinRions: of Birth or Fortune, but upon the 


imaginary Excellencies of ſuperior Knowledge, 
Probity, Piety, and a Senſe of Religion; that 
therefore a pious Beggar is better than an un- 


godly Squire,” and that a poor believing Labourer 


is more excellent in the Sight of God than an 


unbelieuing Lord, and that whatever Figure 


they may either of them make, whatever For- 
ow either of them may meet with here, in 


the next World all ſhall be ſet right; that the 
| humble, faithful, perſevering Chriſtian, ſhall 
there enjoy an eternal State of unſpeakable Hap- 
pineſs, whilſt their ungodly Superiors ſhall be 
doomed to endleſs Miſery and Deſpair. Theſe 
fine Notions ſo agreeable to the natural Vani- 


ty of Mankind, tend to deſtroy all that neceſ- 
ſary Subordination on which the Peace and 
Order of Society is known to depend, This 
ſpirits up the lower part of Mankind to re- 
nounce that reaſonable Dependance and Sub- 
jection, which they naturally owe ts their Su- 
periors in Birth and Fortune, and makes them 


forget that they were intended for nothing 
higher than to be Vaſſals and Beaſts of Bur- 
don to their Betters, whoſe Will and Pleaſure 


ought to be the ſole Rule and Meaſure of their 


religious, moral, political, and ſocial Conduct. 


No wonder, therefore, they are ſo tenacious of 


thoſe religious Principles, which ſeem to raiſe 


them from their original Obſcurity, and ſet 


them upon a level with the beſt part of Man- 
kind. This is a bad Story, but this is not the 


worſt. nr Univerſities are the Bane and Peſt | 


of 
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of the Nation ; there the fond indigeſted Prins 
eiples of the Nurſe, the Grand-mother, the 


School- dame, and the Parſon, are formed into 


Syſtems, and ſo deeply riveted in the Heads . 


and Hearts of the young People, that not one 
in a thouſand has the Courage to contradi or 
oppoſe them. Here they are quickly taught 


the Art of Wrangling, by which they pretend to 
- juſtify theſe ridiculous Syſtems, and even to 


act offenſively againſt the prevailing Principles 
and Practices of the polite World, and efpe- 
cially if they get into holy Orders (as they call 
'em,) and a Cure of Souls, they grow ſawey 


and unſupportable to People of Taſte and Fi- 


gure, inſomuch that I have known a mere 


Country Parſon, who hardly knew the Diffe- 


rence betwixt a Pointer and a Setting-dog, pre- 
tend to be as wiſe as a Fuſtice of the Quorum, 
or even as the Lord of the Manor. And 
further, to ſhew their irreconcilable Averſion 
to our Principles and Society, they have erec- 
ted in each Univerſity a Proteſtant Inquiſition; 


in which they pretend to judge, cenſure, and 


puniſh ſuch of their Members as have Senſe 
and Courage enough to oppoſe their Syſtems of 


Religion and Orthodoxy, -and write or ſpeak of 


our Side of the Queſtion : Witneſs the outra- 
gious Perſecution of a few honeſt, inquiſitive, 


penetrating Gentlemen about ſeven Years ago 
at Trinity College in Oxford, and the late bar- 


5 barous Uſage of ſome of our Friends this very 
Vear at Cambridge. When we juſtly charge 


all this upon the Ignorance, the Pride, the 


1 | | per - 


* a 9 8 * 22 * 
> {2 os COME + i. rr 
> ae * * - A : * * ä "I * _ Sy 4 * 
* een ROI" 
* 8 i — : ” FEET; F 45 5 


. abs i a ̃ ͤ-Vmmn at 5 6 Ns As | 
"_—— os 3 8 * ets 8 N - 
iy * v 7 5 


& * 
* 
£ 


. (664) 
E Spirit of Prieſts, who are in all 

eligions, the ſame ſtupid, inſolent, domi- 
neering Tyrants, whenever they are truſted 
with Power; they immediately inſult us with 
a long Bead- roll of illuſtrious Names, ſuch as 
Bacon, Boyle, + ay Grotius, Clarendon, Nel. 
_ fon, Locke, Addiſon, Newton, Cheyne, &c. who, 
tho Laymen, yet believed as heartily, and 
wrote as learnedly in defence of their Super- 
ſtition as any Prieſt of them all. — Ay, and 

a very good Reaſon may be given for it; they 
Had all been bred up in the fame dull Way, 
had ſuck'd in the ſame early Prejudices with 
their Mothers Milk, had run through the Pe- 
dantry of Grammar Schools, and were thence 
ſent to receive the finiſhing Stroke of orthodox 
Stupidity at theſe Univerſities. Had theſe 
Gentlemen had a modern polite Education, we 
ſhould have ſeen them in a different way of 
thinking, writing, and acting, and perhaps as 
avowed Enemies to Prieſtcraft and Superſtition, 
asanyofour Society; always applying that Gold- 
en Saying of Jobn Dryden's, That Prieſts of 
all Religions are the ſame. So long therefore as 
theſe Univerſities fubfiſt and flouriſh, we have 
little reaſon to expect any good: Our Inte- 
_ reſts and Principles are incompatible with theirs 
either they muſt fink, or we muſt ſuffer ; till 
they fall, we can have no reaſonable Hope of 
riſing to any tolerable degree of Credit or 
Power, much leſs-to an Eſtabliſhment. We 
muſt therefore, upon all Occaſions, bear our 

Teſtimony loudly againſt them ; we muſt — 
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play and aggravate the Secret, as well as known 
Irregularities of thoſe Jeſuitical Societies; not 
forgetting eſpecially the late Affair at Wadham 
College ; and ſtrongly infinuate ſomething 
more than bare Suſpicions of the ſame or 
greater Guilt in others, who are ſo cunning at 
preſent as to conceal it from the World ; and 
at the ſame time take care among our intimate 
Friends, to laſh theſe impertinent Pedants for 
their unmannerly Behaviour to a worthy learned 
Gentleman, for doing no more than his Bet- 
ters have done before him, and which upon 
our Principle of natural Religion, we are able 
and ready to defend and juſtify 7. Thus we 
have them under the laſh on both ſides of the 
Queſtion, The Gail? (if it be a Crime, ) or the 

barbarous Severity, (if it were none) muſt be 
charged upon the whole Society. And what a 
Handle does this give us to condemn them all 
in the groſs, as Enemies of Liberty, and Se- 
minaries of Slavery and Supetſtition, where no 
Perſon of Taſte, Rank, or Figure, ſhould ven- 
ture to truſt their Children for Education? No, 
no, let them, if it be neceſſary and feaſible, 
learn to read and write, and ſpell at home, let 
due Care be taken to keep them in good Health, 
and Spirits, by ſuch Exerciſes as are fit for 
their Age and Quality, that they may not grow 
low-ſpirited, fickly, and ſuperſtitious, by too 
much Confinement, Reading, and other un- 
gentleman- like Employments. When they are 
of a proper Age, let them be brought to aus | 

an 


+ Yide Rights of the Church, Page 264, 


2 255 Ploybouſe, the Opera, the Maſquerade, the Choco- 
mu Haie, the Bagnio, the Tavern, &c. And when 


- _Gallantries of their own Country; then, if it be 
_ thought expedient, and their Conſtitution and 
8 —— Will bear it, let them travel, make the 
Tour of Europe with decent Equipage, un- 
der the Direction of a French or Swils Valet- 
e bambre, but not be confined to the nar- 
row, 
the Vanity to be called Governours, and be- 
. have accordingly. Let them be fure to keep an 


all befall them, and all the Curioſities they 
may meet with in their March, particularly 
_ where they met with the beſt Wine, and the 

_ fineſt Women, what Counteſs or Dutcheſs 
kept the moſt brilliant Aſſembly, how many 


iced into the beſt Company at the 


they are ſufficiently glutted with the Wit and 


pedantick Rules of Prieſts, who have 


exact Journal of all the memorable Events that 


Brllets-dows they wrote and received, how ma- 


ny Intrigues upon their hands with Ladies of the 


ality in all the Courts of Europe, how) 


many Re counters with Marquiſſes, Counts, 


and Dukes, in honour of the Fair. Let them 
beides keep a Catalogue of the moſt celebrated 


Courtefans, Fidlers, Singers and Painters ; let 


dem pickupall the Stories of vicious Prieſts, and 
led Nuns; let them learn to be very arch up- 


on: the ridiculous Pageantry, and legendary 


05 „ | 
5 Tales of the Nomiſo Worſhip, with proper 
Iuanuendo's of Parallels at home. And when 
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Modern Languages, and made a decent Collees | 

tion of Modern Antiquities, Paintings, Bu- 

| ſtos, Coins, and Medals, then let them return 

home laden with Politeneſs and Experience, 
for the Honour and Service of their own Coun=- RE 
u, and ten thouſand to one but we have tem 
— —_— and Soul 1 in the Intereſt of our Society. =_ 


I have infentibly drawn this Epiſtle into a T4 
greater Length than I intended, and fear 1 S 

have tired your Patience. I have but one world 
more to add, to which I am ſure yo vl * — 
no 1 1 concli de, F104 ; 
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